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that it would receive no petitions on certain sub- 
iects, and that there were many precedents on 
which petitions had been refused byit. He also 
stated, that in the course of his argument, he in- 
tended to take American precedents, and show 
from them, as he had conclusively shown from 
the English, that it was the established practice | 
to reject petitions. The first case to which he | 
would refer im this or was that in which a | 
tition was presented in the Senate uf the United | 
tes on the subject of the removal of the de- | 
posits; upon which occasion, Mr. Clay objected 
to its reception. The question being put upon its | 
reception, the vote was taken by yeas and nays, | 
and decided in the negative. He would not take | 
up the time of the House by reading the yeas and | 
nays; it was sufficient to say that the motion not | 
to receive the petition was submitted by Mr. | 
Clay, which ought to satisfy a number of mem- 
bers on that floor; and it was sufficient to say, 
that the Senate being the most august body in the | 
world, the precedent ought to be satisfactory to | 
all. He would also refer to the precedents in that | 
House, namely, the Pinckney rule, the Atherton | 
rule, and lastly, the 21st rule, under which they | 
bad been acting for several years past, and which | 
a Democratic majority were now about to abol- | 
ish. This last precedent he deemed the most im- | 
portant, and one that should govern the House; | 
and, in support of that view, he would read some 
passages from Story on the Constitution, an au- | 
thority that many in the House may respect. 
[Mr. B. here read a few extracts from Judge 
Story which the reporter has not been able to | 
obtain, and therefore cannot insert in the present 
sketch. 
| Mr. B. continued that he had thus brought to 
the notice of the House, English precedents pre- 
vious to the adoption of the bill of rights, and 
had also shown standing rules in the Parliament | 
of that Government for the rejection of petitions. | 
He had also brought precedents from the Ameri- | 
can Senate, and also from this House; and these, | 
= by the authority which he had just | 
read from Judge Story, must be conclusive in that 
body. The next question which he wished to 
bring to the notice of the House was, what was 
the matter contained in this English bill of rights; | 
because he should show that it was nearly iden- 
tical with that in the amendment to the Constitu- 
tion he had referred to. If he could show that 
the passage of this bill of rights in England was 
to secure the personal rights of the subject, and 
could trace the same object in the Constitution, 
he could also show that they had the same ori- 
gin, viz: grievances which it was imperatively 
necessary to redress. One of the grievances set 
forth in the former was in these words, ‘* prose- 
cuting those who petition the King;”’ and the bill 
declares the right of the people to petition the 
King, and that all prosecutions and commitments 
on that account are illegal. The object, then, of 
the adoption of the bill of rights, was to protect 
the subject from commitment and prosecution, 
and no other; and if gentlemen would take the | 
trouble to examine the proof, they would find 
that there was not a solitary loop to hang a doubt 
on. It was not the right of petition, as claimed 
here, that occasioned the adoption of that bill, | 
but it was to prevent the people from being pros- | 
ecuted and committed for petitioning; and this, | 
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of the Constitution had in view. 

The language of the Constitution was, ‘‘ Con- | 
gress shall make no law abridging the right of | 
- we peaceably to assemble, and to petition | 
the 


overnment fora redress of grievances;’’and || nized by law in the District of Columbia, it did | 


what tribunal was the law-making power vested 
ininthis country ? The House of Representatives | 


of itself could make no law; it must pass both || 


branches of the Legislature, and be approved of | 
by the President before it can become a law. He | 
wanted honorable gentlemen to go further with | 
him in the examination of this amendment of the | 
Constitution. ‘ The right of the people peacea- | 


ly to assemble, and petition the Government for || 
& redress of grievances,” was the language used |! 
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| him of taking away the slave representation of 
he contended, was the sole object that the framers | the South. You cannot do it but by revolution; | 
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| England when the bill of rights was adopted? 
| They were not permitted to assemble to petition 
the Government; and you find the language of 
this grievance incorporated in the Constitution; 
and there was no other object intended by it, but 
| to protect the people from the infliction by Con- 
| gress of this grievance. 
| Now, there was another clause of the Constitu- 
| tion, which, at this stage of his remarks, he would 
| notice. It was that clause declaring that each 
; House may determine the rules of its proceedings. 
Now, when the House adopted a rule, did it not 
| determine the rules of its proceedings, which it 


| was inherent in the House to do, to protect itself, | 


'|in it. What was the situation of the people of || 


i} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| carry on the public business, and economize the | 
time and money of the country? The Constitu- | 
tion says that ** each House may determine the | 


rules of its proceedings,’’ &c.; and in accordance | 
with that provision, they had established a rule | 
to govern the proceedings of this Honse: it was | 


not a law, but it was a rule in conformity with 
the Constitution; and if gentlemen would exam- 


ine, they would find that he was approaching the | 


| 
| 
| bearing this had on the right of petition. Now, 
this right of petition depended on volition; the 
people out of doors might petition, and others 


had as much right to refuse, as they had to peti- 
tion. 

There was another part of the Constitution 
which guaranties to every portion of this Union 
protection from domestic violence. Now, if these 
abolitionists were permitted to come in and ex- 


cite domestic violence in the country, he asked | 
what kind of Government it was that was to | 
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had been raised by the slave labor of the South? 
A very small portion of it had gone into the land 
offices of the Southwest. Had the South eaten 
or drunk it? If so, they must be the greatest 
gluttons on earth. Where had it gone to? Why, 
by the silent operations of tariffs, the banking 
system, &c., it had gone to build up the great 
cities of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, 
and no smal! portion of it to the rivers and har- 
bors of the West and the North. He asked gen- 
tlemen, then, what did they expect to gain by the 
abolition of slavery? But the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Bearvstey] laid down a doc- 
trine which the Gerritt Smiths and Birneys had 
never yetcome upto. He had gone a step fur- 
ther than the leading Abolitionists of the coun- 
try, when he said that Congress had a right to 
emancipate the slaves of this District without 
paying for them. 

Mr. BEARDSDEY. The gentleman misun- 
derstood me. I never said so. I said that Con- 
gress had a right to emancipate the slaves of the 


| District; but | waived the question of compensa- 


tion. 


Mr. BELSER. Well, the gentleman said that 


| Congress has the right to emancipate the slaves 


» an || of the District, without the consent of their mas- 
might refuse to do so; while the legislative body | 


| ters, and take the money out of the Federal 


| 80. 
|| making compensation for them. 


Treasury. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY said that he had not said 
He expressly waived the question as to 


Mr. BELSER, Well, as far as the gentleman 


| has gone, it is farther than the greatest Aboli- 


raise troops to put down domestic violence which || 


was excited by proceedings here? When mem- 
bers of that House saw that this agitation was 
calculated to excite domestic violence, and lead 
to dissensions and disunion, he asked if it was 
not their daty to check everything of that char- 
acter! He would call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts,[Mr, Apams,] who had 
presented the greatest number of these abolition 
ere to the compromises of that compact 

y which this Government came into existence; 
and he would ask him, if the grievance which 
these petitions,complained of was not considered 
such at that time, if good faith did not require 
that it should not be brought up now, and that 
the compact should be carried out to the very 
letter? 

He heard the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


tue of the powers given in the Constitution to 
amend it, in his opinion slavery could be abol- 


tleman to ** lay not that flattering unction to his 
soul.’? He would tell him that when a bill of 


to call on the rocks and mountains to hide them 
from the indignation of a betrayed people. 


ible as that put on Cain. 


amen 


dments to the Constitution. Talk not to 


| and even that the gentleman would find tq fail in 
| accomplishing the object. 

Another gentleman [Mr. Davts] said, that be- 

cause slavery had never been expressly recog- 


not exist here; and that, therefore, it might be 
| abolished by Congress. He asked these gentle- 
men, when they carried out their designs, what 
i to become of the slave population of the 

country? Were they to be devouring locusts in 
| the land? Were they to have an amalgamation 
| law, by which the two races might be blended in 
lone? What was to become of then? Would 
they be received at the North? He asked gentle- 
men what had become of the $20,000,000 that 


} 
| 
| 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
Bearpsiey] proclaim on this floor that, by vir- | 
ished in this country, and still the integrity of || 
the Union be preserved. He would tell the gen- || 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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| 


| 


tionists, Gerritt Smith, Birney, &c., have ever 
gone. 

He then spoke of the rightful existence of sla- 
very in this District; and said though, as had been 
observed, Congress had exclusive jurisdiction 
over this District, there was a great difference be- 
tween exclusive and unlimited power. He pur- 
sued his argument on this subject at great length. 

Mr. COBB said, at the time the amendment was 
offered by his colleague, he regretted that such a 
motion was made, believing that it would be bet- 
ter to take the vote after the committee had re- 
ported on the subject, if this report was sent back 
on the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr Dromaootre;] but now he was satisfied that 
a sound vote could be given on the instructions, 
which would finally settle the question as to the 
existence of the 2ist rule. He could not agree 
with some gentlemen who had preceded him, that 
all hope of retaining that rule waa passed; he 
trusted that the sound judgment of this House 
would be brought to bear upon it, and that the 
South would still have that guarantee for the pro- 
tection of their rights. 

He regretted that the gentleman from South 


| Carolina (Mr. Ruaertr] should, in the course of 
that kind passed this House, if the southern | 
members remained on this floor, they would have || 


his able and interesting argument, have expressed 


| the opinion that there existed in the southern 


States, and that it was growing rapidly, a dissat- 
isfaction with the Union, He disavowed it for 


He |! his own State. So far as he was able to form an 
would tell him that, when that time arrived, the || opinion, the feeling which pervaded the people 
southern man who stood by and saw it done, || of Georgia was one of attachment and devotion 
would have a mark put on his forehead as indel- || to the Union; and it grew with their growth and 
Talk not to him of || strengthened with their strength. 


He then proceeded to argue that the 2iat rule 
was no violation of the right of petition. The 
House had been referred to the English prece- 
dents; and they were aware that the people of that 
country were not permitted to assemble in large 
numbers, nor to petition the Government after 
they had assembled and deliberated; and hence 
the declaration of rights. And our forefathers 
stipulated for the right of petition, in consequence 
of what they had seen and suffered under the 
English Government; but as soon as the petition 
was offered, he contended that the right of the 
petitioners ceased. He entered fuily into an ar- 
gument on this subject, which he sustained with 
much ability. He said the Constitution of the 
United States cou'd not be twisted, by any coi- 
struction, into an authority for the reception of 
these petitions; for, if it were so, they would be 
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compelled to receive any petition, however disre- 
spectfal, or be guilty of a violation of the Consti- 
tation, 
this question, both here and before their constit- 
uents; and instanced the different results of the 
two courses pursued by gentlemen front Ohio, 
One [Mr. Wexrier] had met the question firmly 
atite inception, and the result had been that his 
district was unoljecuonable on this subject; but 
the other gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gippines] 
had pursued a different course; and the result was 
different, tov. He called upon gentlemen, then, 
10 meet the question, and maintain the constitu- 
tional rights of the South, unbiased by the ap- 
prehension of false issues before the people. 

But he conceived it was a duty which they of 
the South owed to the northern gentlemen who 
had advocated the continuance of this rule, to 
stand by the rule themselves, and never to for- 
exke it. It was a duty resting on the southern 
representation in that House, apart from the duty 
which they owed their constituents, to support 
those who had been sacrificed on account of their 
devotion to this cause; for it was an undoubted 
fact, that some had been sacrificed; that advant- 
age had been taken of their course of conduct on 
this subject by opposing candidates, and they had 
been ousted from their seats, and their places 
supplied by others who were more unscrupulous. 
They owed a duty, he repeated, to these men—a 
duty which, he insisted, the South wouid dis- 
charge honestly and faithfully. The gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Crineman] said, in the 
course of this discussion, that if we have placed 
our friends in a false position, if they are falling 
under the fire of the enemy, it is our duty to sus- 
tainthem. He did not know whether he rightly 
understood the gentleman. If he alluded to his 
own political friends, he questioned very much 
if any of them would be found in the list of killed 
and wounded. [A laugh.] But if he alluded to 
northern Democrats, he would say to them, 
nearken not to the voice of the gentleman from 
North Carolina; rather listen to the voice and 
counsel of those witn whom you have been asso- 
_ ciated upon other important questions; do not 
discriminate, but give to your friends in the South 
the same attention which you have given them 
on other occasions. The gen'leman from North 
Carolina should have listened to the remarks of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who had bat- 
tled shoulder to shoulder with them of the South 
whenever their interests required it, ‘The gen- 
tleman had met his constituents, and had been 
returned again; and now, because the South is 
divided, he feels it his duty to yield. Let it goto 
the people—let it be published to the world—that 
southern men were ruining the cause by their own | 
divisions. He appealed to the Democracy of that 
House. Was there one in that House—could 
there be one returned to that House, who would 
yield up the inestimable right which had been 
granted to them under a rule of that House! The 
division of the South, It existed not with the 
Democracy; they had not divided; they would 
not divide; and he trusted very few of their south- 
ern friends would be found following in the wake 
of the gentleman from North Carolina. He saw 
many gentlemen around him who had sanctioned 
that rule, and yet had been again returned by 
their constituents to that House. 

But, on the other hand, how many had been 
returned of these who had abandoned the rule? 
Where were they? Their places were filled by 
those who, he trusted, would more worthily fill 
them. Where were those who, on a former oc- 
casion, abandoned the South— who, on voting on 
this delicate, important, and all-absorbing ques- 
tion, took opposite ground to that of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts and the gentleman from 
Ohio? ‘Their votes in that connection would not 
answer the demands of the South. The South 
were not willing to trust their rights to such guar- 
dianship. They feared the result; and well they 
might. But suppose the point were yielded, and 
the Qlat rule dispensed with: how would they be 
met by gentlemen on that floor, who were declar- 
ing thar all they asked was a mere reception of 
their petitions? They did notask that they should 
be referred, debated, or reported upon, But he 
was not prepared to trust to such pledges. What 
had became of al! the pledges which were given 
atthe time the 2lst rule was established? The, 


question had been met fairly, openly, and with a |! was, that each and every intevest of the Union ii 
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\| determination not to yield to a false issue during 


|| the Whig Congress. And was it now to be aban- | 
Ele counseled the House to firmness on i 


dened in this Congress? No. If the pitiful favor 
of receiving the petition and placing it upon the 
table were granted without any other action upon 
it, what would those individuals who had driven 
them into that grant next say to that House? 
They would raise the same difficulties which were 
now opposing them. They would say, it is true 
you have received our petitions, but that is not 
the fulfillment of the great right which we claim. 
They would never be satisfied. 

The SPEAKER here announced that the morn- 
ing hour had expired. 


Mr. ADAMS said he hoped the gentleman | 
would be permitted to proceed with his remarks. | 


The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from 


Massachusetts intended to move a suspension of | 


the rules? 


Mr. ADAMS declined doing so, as the gentle- 
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man from Georgia did not seem desirous of pro- | 


ceeding. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER presented to the House the 


following executive communications: 

1. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 

mitting, in compliance with the act of April 21, 

| 1808 and 1809, statements of all contracts made 
by the bureau under the direction of this Depart- 
ment during the year 1843, with copies of the 
contracts for stationery, printing, and binding; 
which letter and statements were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

2. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting the annual report of the Commissioner of 
Pensions, containing a list of applicants for pen- 
sions, or whose claims have been rejected during 
the past year. 

3. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in obedience to a resolution of the House 
of the 9th instant, a report of Captain William 
H. Bell, of the St. Louis arsenal, relative to the 
mineral lands of the Upper Mississippi; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

4. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report on the present condition of 
the revenue marine service; which was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Messrs. BELSER and COBB occupied the floor 
during the morning hour on this subject. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the House 
went into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Winturop in the chair,) 


and took up the subject of the reference of that || 


' Januar y 18, 


should be placed in the hands of those direc}, 
interested in it. 4 
This position might be illustrated by a plain 
and simple figure; you should never put a ehijiq 
in the hands of a nurse who cares nothing for j; 
It was a rule laid down by Mr. Jefferson himself 
that each particular interest in every portion and 
section of the Union should have an opportunity 
of bringing forward their own measures in the 
strongest possible shape. After that was done 
it was for the House to determine whether thoge 
interests possessed such merits as would author. 
ize them to grant their demands. He denied tha, 
the report of a select committee, in an intelligent 

| body like this, would have less weight than that 
of a standing committee. It was the merit of 
| the subject referred which should give weight to 
the report, and entitle it to favorable considera. 
tion. Hecould not, for his life, see why so much 

/ anxiety should exist on the part of his friends 
| from New York to have this matter referred to 
| the Committee on Commerce. He was perfectly 


|| willing that the gentleman should refer to that 


| portion of the President’s message whith relates | 


to the improvement of the western waters. 

Mr. JAMESON, being entitled to the floor, 
proceeded to address the committee. He had not 
intended, at this stage of the proceedings, to oc- 
cupy the attention of the committee; but so many 
false issues had been made upon the question 
under consideration, that he considered it to be 

, bis duty to explain his views upon the subject, 
Unfortunately, there seemed to be a disposition 
on the pert of some of the eastern, and of the 
western members also, upon that floor, to excite 


sectional jealousy in the discussion of this mat- | 


ter, by making invidious distinctions or compar- 
isons between the West and the East. They 
| ought all, upon that floor, to consider themselves 
as belonging to one great family; all determined 
to take care of every individual portion of the 
Union, and each portion to take care of the whole. 
He was aware that the western interests of this 
Union had received from other sections a helping 


hand. He was aware that the State of New York, |} 
which seemed to have become somewhat sensi- || 


tive in vee to this matter, on account of cer- | 


tain remarks which had been thrown out by 
gentleman from the West, had hitherto ranged 
herself on the side of western interests. 
not his object, therefore, to array the western in- 
terest against that State, or against any of the 
southern States, or to make any union of inter- 
ests for the purpose of carrying any measure 
, Which had not jn itself true merit to recommend 
it. He differed from some gentlemen in foto in 
| relation: to where this subject should be referred. 
He had nothing against the Committee on Com- 
merce on the score of illiberality toward western 


| committee their eastern interests. He would not 
|| desire to have given to his charge, as a western 
man, the interests of the East; and he had sup- 
posed that they would be equally glad to get rid 
of the matters which more particularly referred 
to the western section of the Union. He did not, 
in these observations, intend, in the remotest de- 
| gree, to cast censure upon the Commitice on 
Commerce; he was guided solely by the princi- 
ple laid down by Jefferson himself. 
Mr. J. then noticed the trifling amount of ap- 
| propriations that had been made for the western 
waters, and compared it with, the large appropri- 
| ations that had been made with so liberal a hand 
for the East; arguing that justice, as well as good 
policy, required that the West should have an 
| equal share of the favors of the Government. 
On the constitutional question involved, he showed 
that appropriations for the protection of west- 
ern commerce were as much sanctioned by the 
| Constitution as appropriations for the Atlantic 
commerce; and contended that that instrument 
| recognized no such absurd distinction as that be- 
tween commerce on salt, and commerce on fresh 
water; that whether our merchandise was trans- 
ported on the Mississippi and its tributaries, oa 
the lakes, or on the ocean, or the waters empty- 
ing into it, it was still American commerce, and 
equally deserving of protection. After showing 


|| the vast amount of losses annually on the Mis- 


| sissippi and other western rivers for want of the 
| necessary expenditures for the removal of ob- 
structions to their navigation, he went of to cite 
the authority of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Monroe, and General Jackson, in favor of 


|| the constitutionality and expediency of appropri- 


it was || 


ations of the public money for such objects. 
He then went into some general remarks on the 
| subject of the tariff, which had been introduced 
into this debate, and spoke of the burdens which 
| it threw upon the people of the west. He also 
replied to some portions of the speeches of Mr. 
Hunt, of New York, and others, and defended 
Mr. Van Buren against the imputation that he had 
neglected western interests, 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, obtained 
the floor, but he yielded to a motion to rise; and 
the committee accordingly rose, and reported 
progress. 

Mr. BURKE withdrew some papers from the 

| files of the House; but the object was not under- 
| stood, 


DISOBEDIENCE TO THE HOUSE. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted a resolution, 
calling upon the head of the Navy Departmentto 
state to this House why a resolution, passed on 
the 9th of August, 1842, calling for certain in- 
formation from that Department, had not been 
complied with. The precise terms of the resolu- 
| tion were not distinctly heard as it was read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL objected to the resolution; 

_ and a motion at the same time was made to ad- 
journ, 

Mr. WELLER asked permission, before the 

| House adjourned, to give notice of a motion to 

reconsider a resolution submitted this morning by 

| Mr. Parrerson, of New York, calling upon the 

Postmaster General for certain information in re- 


| interests—far from it; but the ground he took || lation to the business of the Post Office. 


Mr. PATTERSON stated that the resolution 
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called for information for twelve months past; but 








he now understood that such information was not | 


in the possession of the Department. There was, 
however, the required facts for one month; and, 
as that would answer the purpose of his inquiry, 
he hoped the House wouldconsent to reconsider, 
that the resolution might be soamended as to call 
for information for one month only. 

It was understood, amidst the confusion that 

revailed, that the notice was received, 


of the rules, for the purpose of obtaining an Oop- 
portunity to get in his resolution, remarking that 
nearly two years had elapsed since the call to 
which his resolution referred had been made upon 
the Navy Department, 

Mr. WELLER observed that there was nota 
quorum in attendance; and therefore he moved an 
adjournment, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays 
thereon; but they were not ordered; and the 
House then adjourned, 

reabicais 

The following notices of petitions presented to-day were 
handed to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of J. Ww. 
Driggs and twenty-nine other citizens of Sullivan county, 
Indiana, asking a donation of land to improve the haviga- 


tion of the Wabash river, 
By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Eli Darling, for re- 


lief; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Af. 


fairs. 


By Mr. PHCENIX: The petition of 


of the Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends for New | 


England and New York, asking the 
eral Government to the condition of 
country ; which was referred to the 
Affairs. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of H. S. Hasmer 
one handred and forty-seven other citizens of Ohio, asking 
a donation of lands to improve the navigation of the Wa- 
bash river; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. . 

By Mr. HOLMES: The Petition of merchants of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, for repairs to the custom-house at 
Charleston. 

By Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York: The petition and 
papers of Benjamin ——, of Troy, New York, praying 
lor remuneration for certain damages Sustained by him. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin : 
by five hundred and fifty citizens of the Territory of Wis 
consin, asking Congress for an appropriation for a harbor at 
the town of Southport, Racine county, in said Territory : 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LEONARD: The petition of Susannah Lan- 
green, fora pension; 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 


attention of the Gen. 


Committee on Indian 








IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 15, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, covering a report from the Register of 
the Treasury, made in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 18th ultimo, showin 
what amount of money is due the State of Mis- 
sissippi on account of the two per cent. and the 
three per cent, funds, and 
tribution fund, &c.; 
the table. 

Also, a report from the Treasury Department, 
covering a report from the Second Auditor of the 
Treasury, made in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of December 20, 1843, showing the 
amount of money paid on certificates of the beard 
i » under the Seventeenth article 
of the Cherokee treaty, &c.; which, on motion 





which was ordered to lie on 


of Mr, JARNAGIN, was laid on the table till a 


report upon the same subject shall have been re- 
ceived from the War Department. 
the War Department, in 
compliance with two several acts of Congress, 
i all the contracts made by 
that Department for the 
year 1843; which was ordered to lie on the table, 

lso, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting a Statement and report of the 
nates of the clerks and other persons employed 
in that Department in the year 1843; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

lso, a communication from the War Depart- 


ment, transmitting the annual report of the Com- | 


missioner of Pensions, containing a list of appli- 


cations for Pensions, and increase of Pensions, | 
Whose claims were rejected in 1842 and 1843, A’. 
was referred to the Committee On| 


Motion to print 
rinting. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr, 


the aborigines of our | 


and | 


which was referred tothe Committee | 


On account of the dis- | 


BAGBY presented the presentment of the | 
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ee eepee _ 


H 
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| Was referred to the 


———— 
grand jury of the Mobile 
the subject of the 
commodation 


erection of a house for the ac- 
of the court in that district; which 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial of 


the representatives of the Yearly Meeting of the 


Society of Friends of New England and New 


| York, calling 
| condition Of the aborigines; 


the attention of Congress to the 


which was referred 


. || to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
Mr. C. JOHNSON then moved a suspension | 


Indiana, asking Congress to make a 
| Certain portion of the 


Also, a memorial from a number of citizens of 


grantofa 
unsold lands jn the Vin- 


| Cennes district, to Open a direct communication 


| between Lake 
|| Was referred to the Committee on the Public 


Two petitions, signed | 


| ret F, Morris, and others, widows 


Erie and the Ohio river; which 
ands, 
Mr. WALKER Presented a petition from Jolin 
Ji MeCaughan, of the State of Mississippi, pray- 
ing confirmation of title to a tract of land in thut 


| State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pablic Lands, 
Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 


William A. Palmer and others, Praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Jonesborough, 
through Machias, by the way of Whitney ville, 
on Middle river, to East Machias; whieh was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE Presented a memorial 
from one hundred and eighty-seven citizens of 
Michigan, Praying a reduction of the rates of 
Postage; which was referred to the Conimittee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Also,a petition from sundry citizens of McComb 


county, Michigan, asking an appropriation for the 
improvement of the mouth of Clinton river, and 
for the erection of a light-house; which Was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial signed 
by several thousand citizens of Philadalphia, and 


| One from citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
| asking for a reduction of the rates of postage on 


letters, periodicals, and newspapers. Mr. B. ex- 
pressed a wish that the prayers of the memorial- 
ists would be complied with. The memorials 
were referred to 
and Post Roads, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Peter S, V. Hamot, asking that, on account of 
the negligent conduct of Government, a certain 


sum of money may be refunded him, which he | 


was obliged to pay the United States, under judg- 
ment and execution, as bail of Thomas Foster, 
the then collector for the port of Presque Isle, iy 


the State of Pennsylvania; which was referred to 


‘ 


the Judiciary Committee, 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition, very 
numerously signed by citizens of Carrol! county, 
in the State of Indiana, praying the establishment 
of the western armory at Pittsburg, Indiana, 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Indiana, 
Praying a grant of an additional quantity of land 
to Indiana, for the purpose 
Wabash and Erie canal to the 
was referred to the 

anals, 

Mr, WOODBURY 


Dr. M. F. Thornton, 


Ohio river; which 
Committee on Roads and 


presented a petition from 
praying that, in the settic- 
ment of his accounts, the sum of $858, may be 
allowed him for purser’s stores, which were de- 
Stroyed on board the United States ship Erje by 
a hurricane; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from Mary 
Garrison, Martha Emmel, Mary Baird, Marga- 


ary soldiers, who were pensioners 


for five years, 
praying to be placed on the 


list as pensioners for 


sions, 
Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from 
homas George Clinton, M. D., of Virginia, in 
relation to certain improvements on steam en- 
Zines; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND KEFERRED. 


On motion of Mr, UPHAM, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Azael 


compensation for his Services as a pension agent, be taken || pro 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. | 


district, Alabama, on | 


the Committee On the Post Office | 


of completing the | 


of revolution. | 


On 


indeimyr 
the file 








\tty for losses of 
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motion of Mr. BENTON, it was, 


Ordered, That the Petition of 


Warton, pray 
be taken trom 
he Post Office 


‘da bill de- 
Stite of Lili. 
aiter sold in 


States, from and after 
hich was read twice, and 


e on Public 


Lands. 


WINNEBAGO INDIANS, 
_ Mr. BENTON submitted the follo 


Which lies one day 
olred, 
tO inquire whether 


done to the Winnebagn Ind 


their a 
ized p 


On 
tee o1 


the fi 


Morgan, pra 


vices 


Services rendere 


unuity, 
Urposes, 


or by dpplying 


That the Committee on Indiar 
any Wrong 


ori 
‘ns, by witht 
MOY part theres 


Wing resolu- 


on the table, under the 


1 Affairs he di- 
iury bas heen 
clding part of 
4 lO Unduihor. 


REPORTS FROM COMMr 'TEES, 


motion of MrJARNAGIN, the 


’ Revolutionary Claims was diac 
irther consideration of the peti 


>and the Pelition o 


ying compensation for 


f Christoph 


d as Indian spy ui 


Vayne; which were referred to th 
on Claims. 


Mr 


re J., from the Com 


mittee 


Claims, to which were refe; red the Pp 


heirs 


prope 
huition 


OF Daniel Tynehar 
rly destroyed Ly 
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Praying compensation fa 


heirs 


to lie 


Mr. 
and Post Roads, 
tion of E. B. & S. War, 


losse 


Office Department, ma 
on; which was ordere 


print 


and legal representatives of Wy 
made adverse re 


on the table and by 
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theenemy dur 
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Commit- 
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tion of John 
military 8er- 
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der Genera! 
e Committee 


on Revolutionary 


etition of the 
de mnity for 
ing the revo- 
les Morgan, 


r the services of his father 
In the r volutionary war; and the petition ef ihe 


reon; which 
! printed, 


Committee on the 
to which was refer 


an adverse 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee 
to which the subject hac 


tion of the Sen 
pensation to pe 
‘| ordered to a second re 
Mr. B. remarked that the 


bill were 


that 


fore it praying compe 


fore 
agree 


Mr. PORTER 


morrow ask |e 


the Committee on 


lliam Lomax, 


Were ordered 


Post Office 


red the peti- 


» Praying indemnity for 
into with the Post 


report there- 


on Pensions, 


1 been referred by resolu. 


ale, reported a bill 
nsion agents; w 
ading. 


making com- 


hich was read and 


Provisions of the 
Prospective in theircharacte 


r;and moved 


Pensions be dis harged 
from the further consideration of all 


Petitions be- 


nsation for services hereto- 


performed as pension agents; which wag 


ed to, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


for the construction of 


of St 


On mation of 
ceeded to the 


and, 


The Journ 


M 
of th 
resol 


Resolved, That, a 
inittee of the Whole 


. ° . | Consideration of t] 
life; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- i} sideration 


tuuch 


» Mary's, 


gave notice that he would to- 
ave to introduce a bill to 


Pp ovide 


a canal around the Falls 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 


Mr. BAYARD 
consideration of e 
after a long Session there: 


» the Senate pro- 
Xecutive business; 
n, adjourned. 


ene 
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, January 15, 1844, 


r. RELFE rose an 
e rules, 


ution: 


al having been read, 
ty enable him to offe 


fter three o'r 


d moved th 


waters to the Committee on Commerce, an 


resolution he reported with the 


hour. 


Mr. RELFE remarked t 


ge as relates to the 


e suspension 


r the foliowing 


‘lock to morrow, the Com- 
House be discharged trom the further 
1€ resolution in comunity 
of the President's messa 


ee, reterting so 
western 
d that the said 


amendments, if ay Y, at that 


hat he was induced to 


Propose this resolution from various consider- 


ations. The subject had 


mittee for many days, eliciting mue 


it did seem to 
| Atleast so far as concerned 


| to tl 


him, the 
ie House; 


option of the regol 


but a more j 


been before the com- 


h debate, and 


subject was eXhausted, 
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ivormation necessary 
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Soil eeesreteeeenrn ere een een 


brought the melanchaly intelligence of the wreck | ization of the Territo 


oat j ississippi river, | ce the provisio i . 
of another steamboat in the Mi pp r, || bra p nal annexation of Texas to the | Zisegiaeen a0 6 ait of onid Covathutes, when caine 





almost within the harbor of St. Louts, which | 


caused the loss of life to some fifiy or sixty per- | 


sons, under the most distressing circumstances, 
We have heard from day to dey, in this House, 
strong professions of friendly feeling towards 
western appropriations, by geatlemen from the 
South, the North, and the East; and he would 
now earnestly ask of those gentlemen to give 
some immediate action on this matter. It is ac- 
tion we want to satisfy western people; give us 
the means of protecting the lives and property 
of our people against the dangers of western 
navigation. 

The question was then taken; resulting in— 
ayes 71, noes 61. 


So the suspension was not carried, there not | 


being a majority of two thirds. 
FRANKING PRIVILEGES. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Patterson on Saturday, was taken up for con- 
sideration: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to re- 
port te this House the number of drop and tree letters each 
received at all the post offices in the United States for the 
last twelve months, ending at the latest time that he has 
correct returns; also, such other information as he may be 
in poxscsston of, if any, showing the quantity of marl mat 
ter transmitted througl other channels; also, the nearest 
estimate that he oan furnish of the gross amount of Goy- 
ernment franking, in all its branches, exclusive of the Post 
Office Departinent, for a single year. 


A short discussion then ensued, in which the 
resolution was supported by Messrs. PATTER- 
SON, BEARDSLEY, and CARROLL, and op- 
vosed by Mr. HOPKINS. 

Mr. 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads had declared, a few minutes ago, 


| said, salt shall be imported into the United States free of 


ENNEDY said, that inasmuch as the | 


that that committee were unanimous in favor of | 


a thorough reform in that Department of the Gov- | 


ernment; and inasmuch as the gentleman from || 
New York, who has just taken his seat, has ex- | 


pressed his opinion that that reformation should 
embrace the relieving of the Post Office Depart- 


ment from the burden of transmitting communi- | 
cations from the other Departments of Govern- | 
ment free of postage, he felt it his duty, asa | 


member of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to say, that although he was favor- 
able to a proper reformation in the post offive 
charges of the Government, yet that reformation 
should be kept within certain defined limits. He 


stated that le was willing to reduce the postage | 


on letters and other mat! matter, provided that 


reduction would not reduce the net revenues of |! : 
| which was agreed to: 


the Department. ‘I'bis, it is contended, will not 
be its effect. If so, well; but on this subject he 
wished to be distinctly understood. For one, he 
intended to make that Department depend en- 
tirely on its own revenues for support. 
event would he consent to charge the general 
Treasury with any part of its burdens. 


In no | 


For, to | 


do se would be to charge the great mass of the || 


people, who have but lite or no connection with 
ita benefits, with the postages of those who use 
this Department to facilitate their business, and 
increase their pleasure. To such an arrange- 
ment he would never consent, 

After some further conversation, the consid- 
eration, by consent, was postponed until to-mor- 
row. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, gave notice that, 


to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, he would 
ask leave to sulsmit the following bill: 

A bill to confirm to the State of Indiana certain 
lands selected by her for that portion of the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal which lies between the mouth 
of the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, amend- 
atory of the act of Congress approved February 
97, 1841, and for other purposes. 

Mr. LYON gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to give the 


consent of Congress to the sale or other disposi- | 


tion of certain salt spring lands heretofore granted | 


to the State of Michigan. 


Mr. CALDWELL gave notice that he would, | 


to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, intro- 
duce a bill for the relief of Eaton Nance. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, gave notice that, at 
the proper time, he should move an amendment 
to the bill of this House (No. 21) for the organ- 


I 


, said acts shall remain in full force and virtue. 


| lies over: 


| port to this House the emoluments and disbursements of | 


| embracing the number of persons employed, and the salaries | 
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ry of Oregon, so as to em- 


United States. 


REPEAL OF SALT DUTIES. 


Mr. ©. JOHNSON asked and obtained leave 
to introduce the following bill: 


A bil to repeal the duties on salt, and the bounties and 
allowances made in consequence thereof, 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
from and after the 30th day of June next, the act entitled | 
“An act to continue in force an act entitled ‘An ®ct laying 
a duty on imported salt, granting a bounty on pickled fish 
exported, and allowances tu certain vessels emploved in 
the fisheries,’ ”? approved the 9th of February, 1816; and 
the said act so continued in force, approved the 29th of 
July, 1813, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed ; and 


that from aud after the 30th of June aforesaid, sv much of || 


any act or acts as lays a duty on sait be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed ; and that from and after the day last afore- 
} 

: . 3 | 

duty : Provided, That for the recovery and receipt of such | 


|| duties as shall have accrued, and on the day aforesaid re- 


spectively remain outstanding, and for the recovery and 
distribution of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and the,re- 
mission thereof, respectively, which shall have been in- 
curred before and on the said day, the provisions of the afore- | 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
aforesaid acts, or any other acts, as allows a bounty on ex- | 
ported salt provisions and pickled fish, in lieu of drawback | 
of duties on the salt employed in curing the same ; and so 
much of any act or acts as makes allowances to the own- 
ers and crews of fishing vessels, in lieu of the drawback of 


the aforesaid acts shall remain in full force and virtue forthe 
payment of the bounties or allowances incurred or payable 
on the said 30th of June next. 


The bill having been read twice, 
Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that it be engrossed | 
for a third reading. | 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that it be committed | 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 1 


Debate arizing, the bill was laid over, among | 
the orders on the Speaker’s table. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The SPEAKER announced the call of the 
States for resolutions to be the business next in 
order. 


Mr. REDING offered the following; which | 


; 5? 
lies over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House the amount disbursed in each year, 
and in each State and Territory, from 1834 to 1843, both in- 
elusive, for fortifications, light-houses, public debt, revolu- 
tionary and other pensions, internal improvements, includ- | 
ing piers, breakwaters, &c., in continuation of the table | 
prepared in obedience to a call of this House of the 23d | 
December, 1843. 

| 


Mr. SEVERANCE submitted the following; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be directed to inquire into the expediency of further 
extending the provisions of the act of July, 1838, by which 
a pension was granted for five years from the 4th of March, | 
1836, to any widow who was married to a soldier after the 
expiration of his last period of service, and before the Ist | 
January, 1794, which debt was,in 1834, extended to March 
4, 1844, when it will expire ; and to provide, also, for those | 
who have become widows of such soldiers by the death of 
their husbands since March 4, 1841. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be coinmunicated to this House, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, any complaint of the 
Government of the Republic of Texas against the Govern- | 
meut or officers of the United States, for any aggression | 
upon the territory or the military authority of Texas, and | 
copies of any correspondence between the two Govern- 

| 


| 
| 


ments relating to the subject. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, offered the fol- 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 


lowing; which was agreed to: } 


directed to consider the expediency of reporting an appro- 
priation for the completion of the breakwater at Sandy bay 
in Massachusetts. 


Mr. PHGENIX submitted the following; which 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed tore- | 


the lower or branch post office in the city of New York, 
paid them respectively, the number of boxes disposed of at | 
that office, and the amount received for them, and the 
amount of postage received at each of the offices; also to | 
report on the propriety of abolishing the extra charge of two 
cents On the letters delivered from that office. 


over: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 


the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following 






|| Any State, instead of appointing electors 


Mr. DANA offered the following; which lies | 








_ January 15, 


amendment to the Constitution of the United States, be ora. 
posed to the several States, to be valid to all intents ay 


d by the 


y f t of Presiden 
and Vice President, may, by a statute of such State, au. 


thorize the people thereof to vote directly for Presiden; and 
Vice President ; such voting may be at a general or Special 
election held within the time for appointing electors ; every 
person entitled to vote for a member of Congress jy such 
| State shall be entitled to vote for President and Vice Pres. 
ident; the votes so given shall be counted and CANVASSed 
in such manner as the laws of the State shall provide 3 the 
State canvassers shall make distinct lists of all persons 
| voted for as President and Vice President, and of the num. 
ber of votes given for each ; and certify which person has 
| the greatest number of votes for President, and which 
the greatest number for Vice President ; and shall sign anq 
transmit, sealed, such lists and certificates to the seat of 
Government of the United States, directed to the Presiden; 
| of the Senate ; and the certificates shall be opened at the 
| same time, and in the same manner, as the certificates of 
| the votes of other States for President and Vice Presiden), 
and there shall be counted for the person having the great. 
est number of votes in such State for President, the num. 
ber of votes such State is entitled to give for President, 
and for the person having the greatest number of votes jy 
such State for Vice President, the number of votes such 
State is entitled to give for Vice President. 


Mr. CARROLL offered the following; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to repon 
| to this House the amount heretofore expended in the iin. 


| provement of the harbor at the mouth of the Genesee river 
| in the State of New York, and the amount necessary to 





| Legislatures of three fourths of said States: 


i : || complete the same so as to admit the safe entry of vessels, 
the duties paid on salt used by the same, shall be, and the || 


same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That the provisions of 


Mr. FISH offered the following; which was 
agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Postmaster General be directed to 
communicate to this House at what rates the silver coins 
(other than. those of the Federal coinage) in usual circula- 
tion are received at the post office in the city of New York, 
and whether such coins are or have been disposed of by 
any of the officers or clerks in the said post office at a high. 
er rate than that at which they were received. 


Mr. MACLAY offered the following; which 
was agreed to: 


Resulved, That the petition of Elizabeth Fitch, and the 
accompanying papers, asking for the pay of her husband 
for services in the revolutionary war, be taken from the 
| files of the House, and referred to the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, 
the following resolution was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating $40,000 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Susquehanna 
| river near its mouth, in the State of Maryland. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, moved the 
| following resolution; which was read; and, ob- 
jection being made, it was laid upon the table one 
day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnish the House with a table of the comparative cost of 
building ships-of-the-line, frigates, steamships, and sloops- 
ot-war, since 1815, atthe different navy-yards in the Union. 


On motion of Mr. FOSTER, the following res- 
olution was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
pension of William Keller, an invalid pensioner, or grant- 
ing him arrears of pension from the time he was wounded 
in the service of the United States until he was placed on 
the invalid pension list; and that his papers, now on the 
files of this House, be referred to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. STEENROD, it was 


Resolved, That the select committee on retrenchment be 
| instructed to report a bill to establish one post office for 
both Houses of Congress, to be kept in the Capitol, instead 
of the two offices now kept. 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved the 
following resolution; which was read; and, de- 
bate arising thereon, it was laid over, under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed so to limit the appropriations for the support of 
Fovernment fur the next fiscal year as not to exceed the 


expenditures of the last year ending the 3lst December, 
1843. 


j 
i 
| 
j 








olution was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the petition and accompanying papers of 
Richard M. Sneed, presented at the last session of Congregs, 
be taken from the files of the House and again referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; and that said committee 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting the 
relief prayed for. 


On motion of Mr. HOLMES, it was 


Resolved, That the memorial and other papers of Janette 


|| Taylor, and other heirs of Commodore John Paul Jones, 
|| presented to the Twenty-Fourth Congress, second sessien, 


| On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the following res- 


be taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on 


| Revolutionary Claims. 

| Mr. BURT offered the following resolution; 

which lies over one day, under the rule: 
Resolved, That two thousand copies extra of Senate doc- 
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ument No. 210, of the second session Twenty-Seventh Con- | heretofore reported to the Senate and published for that 


ss, being synoptical and comparative tariffs, with all | 
those nations with whom the United States have couven- || 
tions, and a comparison of the tariffs of 1816, 1824, 1828, 
1832, be printed. 

Mr. FRENCH offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Whereas the growing commerce of the West requires the 
fostering care of the Government: Therefore, __ . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
navy-yard at some eligible point on the Qhio or Mississippi 
rivers, and of connecting with it the purchase and manu- | 
facture of hemp tor the Navy. | 


On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, the following’) 
resolution was agreed to: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Koads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing a post route from Ashbor>’ to Lawrenceville, 
in North Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Baldwinsville. in the county 
of Onondago, to Walcott, in the county of Wayne, in the 
State of New York. 


Mr. CALDWELL offered the following reso-_ 
lution; which lies over one day, under the rule: 


Resoled, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire, as soon ax practicable, into the expedi- 
ency of so modifying the present tariff of duties on imports 
as to provide, together with the other resources of the T'reas- 
ury, a revenue sufficient for, and limited to, the wants of 
an economical administration of the General Government; 
with such discrimination as will dispense the benefits and 
impose the burdens of Government equally upon all classes, 
and upon the principle that will tax. as far as practicable, || 
the property and not the people of the nation. | 


Mr. LYON offered the following resolution; 
which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 
nish this House with copies of the plats, surveys, and esti- 
mates of the engineer department, which have been made | 
by that department with a view to the improvement of the 
harbors at the mouths of the Kalamazoo and Grand rivers, in | 
the State of Michigan. 


The following resolution, offered by Mr. TIB- | 
BATTS, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to dwect the names of 
any pensioners resident in the State of Kentucky, to be 
transferred on their application, from the agencies in Ken- 
tucky to the agency in Cincinnati, Ohio. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, it was 


Resolved, That the memorial from the citizens of the city 
of Detroit, relative to the construction of a canal around the 
rapids of the St. Mary’s river, near the foot of Lake Supe- 
rior, Which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals on the —— instant, be printed for the use of this | 
Huuse. 


On motion of Mr. SIMONS, it was 


Resolved, That the lithographing, engraving, or printing 
of maps for the House, shall not include any expense, nor 
authorize any payment, fur the coloring of such maps, un- 
less specially ordered. 


Mr. HUBBARD moved the following resolu- || 
tion; which was read, and laid upon the table one || 
day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House the amount of duties received on im- 
ported salt; also, the quantity imported, the probable cost | 
of collecting the duties, and the probable force required in || 
the several custom-houses to collect said duties; also, that | 
he report the amount allowed for drawbacks and fishing 

| 
| 


; 





bounties, and the amount of net revenue derived from the | 
salt tax going into the Treasury for the support of Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. McILVAINE offered the following reso- || 
lution; which was read; and, debate arising there- 
on, it was laid over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to re- || 
port to this House the names and number of the graduates | 
ofthe West Point Academy in each year, for the last ten | 
years ; what number of said graduates passed into the ser- 
vice of the United States, stating which branch of the ser- 
vice; whether any of those so entered into the service of 
the United States have resigned, and the date of such res- | 
ignation ; also, whether the persons so resigning were un- 
der orders from the Department for active service, and the 
date of such orders. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to 
appropriate the refuse of the public lands in Shawneetown 
and Palestine districts, and so much of the refuse land in 
the Vincennes district as lies in the counties of Vigo, Sul- | 
livan, and Knox, to the purpose of improving the naviga- | 
tion of the Wabash river, and appropriating the balance of || 
the refuse lands in the Vincennes district to assist Indiana | 
in completing the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio | 
river. 


On motion of Mr. OWEN, it was 


Resolved, That the memorial of Robert Greenhow, on the | 
subject of the discovery and title of the Oregon Territory, || 


body, be printed for the use of this House. 
On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a weekly mail route from Columbus, in Bar- 


tholomew county, to Westport, in Decatur county, Indi- | 


ana. 


Mr. WENTWORTH submitted the following | 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instruct- 
ed to furnish this House with a statement of the amount of 
hospital money paid by the officers and seamen in the mer- 
chant service on Lakes Erie, Michigan, and Ontario, and 


|| intervening waters; at what custom-house paid, and how 


it has been expended, and what amountis still unexpended. 


Mr. HARDIN moved the following resolution; 
which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be | 


ingtructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 


for the survey ot a braneh of the Cumberland road, from | 


Terre Haute through Springfield, the present seat of govern- 
ment of the State of [inois, to lowa City, the seat of gov- 


| ernment of Iowa Territory, along the most direct and eligi- 


ble route ; and, also, to inquire what, if any, roads should 


be constructed in each of the States at the expense of the | 


General Government. 


On motion of Mr. FICKLIN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the existing laws regu 
lating the sales of the public lands as that the remaining 


| forty acres of land may be entered by the person who has 


previously entered forty acres of any eighty acre tract of 
land belonging to the United States ; and that they inquire 


into the expediency of granting liberal preémption rights | 


to persons making improvements on the public lands in the 


large prairies ; and that the length of time be graduated by | 
| the distance that each improvement may be situated from | 
Also, that they inquire into the expe- || 
diency of establishing a permanent preémption law to the | 


the nearest timber. 


actual settler, so guarded as to prevent the speculator from 
receiving the benefits thereof. And, also, that they inquire 
into the expediency of graduating the price of the public 
lands in proportion to the length of time that said lands have 
been in market. 


Mr. BELSER submittted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Whereas the people of the southeastern part of Alabama | 


are now put to great inconvenience and much expense 
from their remoteness from the nearest point in which the 


district court of the United States is held in our State: Be | 


it therefore 
Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of forming another district for 


| the said ciredit court of the United States, embracing the 
| southeastern point of the said State of Alabama; and also 
| of fixing the place of holding said court in the city of Mont- 


gomery. 


On motion of Mr. MCCONNELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of changing the di- 
rection of the great western mail road, terminating at Mad- 
ison, (the terminus of the western rai}ro29,) in the State of 
Georgia, so as torun by Covington, McVonough, Griffin, 
Greenville, Le Grande, West Point, in the State of Georgia ; 
thence by Lafayette, Dadeville, ‘lallasace. to Wetumpka, 
in the State of Alabama; with leave to report by bill or oth- 
erwise. 


On motion of Mr. McCONNELL, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
President of the United States, under the provisions of the 


last Creek treaty, to sell to the highest bidder, at public | 
auction, the residue of Creek reservations under said treaty, | 
known as dead Indian reservations; the proceeds of said | 
sale to be deposited in the Treasury of the United States, | 
until claimed by the legal heirs of said Indian reservees ; | 


with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. REID, of North Carolina, | 


| it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to | 


inquire into the expediéncy of allowing Ephraim Hough, 
of Surry county, North Carolina, a sum of money due him 
for the transportation of the mail; which suin he lost in 
consequence of the mode in which the Post Office Depart- 
ment directed the payment to be made. 


On motion of Mr. NEWTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 


instructed to inquire and report to this House whether the’ 


notes lately issued by the Treasury Department, bearing a 
nominal interest, and ‘‘ convertible into coin on demand,” 
and now forming part of the circulating medium of the 


country, are authorized by the existing laws and Constitu- || 


tion of the United States. 


Mr. LEVY said it was his duty to call upon 


the House for further action upon a subject he || 
had hoped was fully provided for by the legisla- || 
tion of the last Congress; he alluded toclaims for || 


horses lost in the military service of Florida. By 
the last act upon the subject, there was a limita- 
tion of two years affixed to these claims. Now, 
his constituents had a large amount of these 
claims lying in the office of the Third Auditor, 
upon which he had found it impossible to obtain 
any action, although he has continually and earn- 
estly urged it. Some of these cases were pre- 


sented two or three years ago, and presently the 
claimants will be told that the law has expired, 
and their claim is barred; he understood, at the 
ofiice of the Third Auditor, that the delay was 
owing to the want of time. Whatever might be 
the cause, the effect was injustice and outrage to 
his constituents’ rights; and he therefore feltcon- 
strained to move here upon the subject. 

Mr. L. then offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
stracted to inquire into the propriety of referring the action 
| upon claims for horses lost in the service of the United 
States, to some other tribunal than as at present provided, 
}; and to report by bill or otherwise. 

1 

| 


On the motion of Mr. BARNARD, after a brief 
conversation, in which Messrs, OWEN, WIN- 
THROP, HOLMES, WENTWORTH, J. R. 
INGERSOLL, C. J. INGERSOLL, WELLER, 
and others, took part, the vote was reconsidered 
by which a resolution presented by Mr. Owen 
was agreed to, arresting the printing of certain 
| documents in relation to the Oregon territory. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, offered the following 
resolution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed toinquire into the expediency of amending the act 
|, of the 26th of May, 1824, entitled “* Au act granting to the 
counties or parishes of each State and ‘Territory in which 
the public lands are situated, the right of preéimption to 
quarter sections of land for seats of justice within the 
same ;”? so as to allow to the said counti s or parishes the 
| privilege to enter, at their option, either 2 square quarter 
|| section, or the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres in 
any contiguous legal subdivisions. 


Mr. McCLERN AND offered the following res- 
olutions; which were laid over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be diretted 
to report to this House, at as enriy a day as practientiie, @ 
tabular statement af the quantity of lands in Ohio, Tudana, 
INinois, Missouri, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Mich- 
igan, and Arkansas, which have been surveved; alee, the 
quantity unsurveyed; alsa, the quantity sold by the Geav- 
ernment in those States; alse, the cemntity granted for 
various purposes ; also, the quantity un-old. ineluting lands 
unsurveyed, and the amou.ts of moury received for iands 
unsold. 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be further 

directed to report to this House an estimate of the probable 
| expense incident to the management of the public tanda 
|| yet remaining to be sold in said States, if the present land 
system should be continued, based on data derived trom ita 
past operation, under the following heads : 

1. For the extinguishment of Indian titles. 

2. For surveving and selling janis, including the ex pensea’ 
| of the several land offices. 

3. For grants and donations, except every sixteeiith see 
tion for school purposes, based on the actual quaniity here- 
| tofore granted, estimated at $1 25 peracre, and on the stipe 
position that the grants and donations will be aa great’ 
hereafter, in proportion to the quantity of land to be shld, 
as thev have been for the quantity already sold. 

4. For internal improvements, excluding expenditires on 
| the Ohio and Mis-issippi rivers, and including the Cumber- 
land road, deducting the two per cent. fund applicable to* 
' that read. 

5. For the additional expense of Congress in legivlating: 
upon the subject of the public lands, based on the average 
| expense of the last ten years, and on the supposition that 
one seventh of the expense was chargeable to that branth 
of legislation. 

6. For the amount of the five per cent. fund, secured: to 
said States upon the whole quantity of land yet remaining 
in them to be sold, estimated at @1 25 per acre. 

7. And also a statement of the various periods of time 
| which the unsold lands in the said States have been subject 
to private purchase, commencing with those which have 
been exposed to sale for twenty years and ovet, ahd endilig 
|, with those which have been exposed to sale for a ternr not 

| less than five years. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow: 
|| ing resolution; which was laid over: 
| Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be reauested to re 
port to this House the namberot cadets who have beta 
|| admitied at the Military Academy at West Point sivee its 
|| establishment ; how many have remained the term reqttired™ 
|| by law; how many have graduated ; how many are now in 
|| the military service of the United States. and the grade they: 
|| respectively hold; also, the aggregate amount of money ap> 
|| propriated to defray the expenses of said Military Academy 
to the present time. 


‘| On motion of Mr. ASHE, it was 


| 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instrneted 
|| to inquire into the expediency of making the city of Mem- 
phis, in the State of Tennessee, a port of entry. 


On motion of Mr. St. JOHN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing a salary to the postmaster of Upper Sandusky, 
Crawford county, Ohio, instead of the sum to which he is 
now by law entitled. 


| On motion of Mr. T. SMITH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di 
rected to fake into consideration the propriety of reducing 
the expenditures of the Government s» far as the expendt- 
|, tures relate to the salaries of officets and the per diem of offi- 
|, céeré and agents; ahd that uiey inquire into the expediency 


1 
i} 
i 
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| 
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of reporting to this House, at as early n day as convenient i connected therewith. relative to the navigation of the great | 


of the present session, a nil making @ per centum deduction 
on all eularies that may legally and constiiutionally be begis- 
Jated upon at this time; and also the pay of agent- ur offi- 
cere who receive a per diem, including the members of both 
branches of tie Legislature. And for the purpose of en- 
abling said committee to investigate and report upon this 
subject as right and justice to individuals and the country 
may require, the committee have the power of this House 
to call upon any officer of the Government or the heads of 
departments for such information in relation thereto as they 
may deem proper and pertinent to the objects of whis reso- 
lution. 


On motion of Mr. BOSSIER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of removing the 
obstructions forming the falls in Red river, at Alexandria, 
in the State of Louisiana. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
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Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing a mail route from Belleville, Ulinois, by Athens, 
to Pinckneyviile,in Perry county, and thence to intersect 
at come suitable point the mail route from Shawneetown 
to Belleville. 


On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of ro amending ex- 
isting laws respecting the costs of the courts of the United 


States as to produce uniformity ther. in, and to reduce the | 


standard, independent of that of the States in which the 
court of the United States is held. 


On motion of Mr. SAMPLE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 


to inquire into the expediency of establishing Michigan 
city, in the State of Indiana, a port of entry; and that the 
papers on that subject be withdrawn from the files, aud re- 
terred to the same committee. 


On motion of Mr. M. BROWN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into and report what courts of the Uni- 
ted States are supplied with the decisions of the Supreme 
QGourt of the United States; and whether all, or what por- 


tion, of said reports can be obtained, and on what terns; | 


and whether a part of said reports are not beyond the reach 
of said courts at any price. 

Resolved, That said committee be instructed also to in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing the Supreme Court 
of the United States to appoint some one or more persons 
to revise and publish the decisions of ea’ court from its 
first organization to the present time, with a digested index 
thereof; the whole to be under the direction and approval 
of said court: and that said commitiee report by vill or 
otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. THOMASSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire what sum of money will be required 
to keep all the boats now in use, and those in the process 
of preparation, designed to be employed in removing ob- 


structions in the navigation of the Mircissippi river and its |! 


tributaries, in constantactive emplovment tor the national | 


fiscal year commencing on the Ist day ot July next; and 
that they report to this House the sum for that purpose in 
the appropriate appropriation bill. 


On motion of Mr. LEVY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals in- | 


quire into the expediency of making an appropriation to 
complete the inland navigation along the coast of Florida 
as far south as Cape Florida. 


On motion of Mr. DELLET, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
directed to report to this House the expediency of contin- 
uing the operations of the boats and machinery heretotore 
employed in opening and improving the channel in the har- 
bor of Mobile, and the probable cost of the same for the 
ensuing fiscal year. 


On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of compensating the 
State of Alabama for the sixteenth sections of land in said 
State embraced within the limits of the Chickasaw cession, 
of which she bas been deprived by the treaty with said 
tribe of Indians. 


On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Baldwinsville, in the county 
of Onondaga, tq Wolcott, in the county of Wayne, in the 
State of New York. 


On motion of Mr. CROSS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of dividing the State 
of Arkansas into two judicial districts, and of requiring the 
United States district judge of said State to hold two terns 
annually of the district court in each of the said districts. 


On motion of Mr. HAMMETT, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from the town of Providence in 
the State of Louisiana, via Princeton, Bolivar Court- 
House, Coahoma Court-Louse, to the town of Commerce, 
m the State of Mississippi. 


On motion of Mr. HUNT, of Michigan, it 
was 


Resolved, That Senate document No. 234, third session 
Twenty-Seveuth Congress, and the maps and estimates 

















lakes, aud the consiraction and completion of barbor im- 
provements; and especially so much thereof as relates to 


GLOBE. 


' 


the improvement of the wavigaiiou of Lake St. Clair, be || 


referred to the Committee on Commeéree, with instructions 
to report What sui is necessary for said improvement; and 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill for the 
removal of said obstructions. 


On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Coinmerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports 
of entry at Quincy and Peoria, in the State of [inois. 


Mr. SIMONS offered the following; which was 


laid over: 


Resolved, That a standing committee of the [House be 
appointed, to whom shall be referred every question on the 
printing of documents, reports, or other matter transmitted 
by either of the Executive Departments, and all memorials, 
petitions, and accompanying documents, together with all 
matrer the priuting of which shall be moved, excepting bills 
originating mm Congress, resolutions offered by any member, 
and motions to print by order of standing committees of tke 


House, of reports, documents, or other matter pertaining to | 


the subjects referred to such committees by the House ; and 
it shall be the duty of such Committee on Printing to report, 
in every case, in one day, or sooner if practicable. 


Mr. BOYD offered the following: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to cause this House to be informed, at the earliest 
practicable day during the present or next session of this 
Congress, what is the aggregate cost that has been incurred 
in the construction and in the maintenance and in the re- 
pair of light houses, permanent and floating ; iron, or other 
spindles ; beacons constructed of iron, or of other materials 5 
piers of all kinds; seawardly river walls, docks, wharves, 
breakwaters, and other kind-, quays, dikes, ice breakers, 
breakwaters, buoys, embankments, pavements, jetties, wing 
and other dams; scrape, dredge, snag, aud all other kinds 


of boats used by Government officers engaged in making 


public improvements and defenses ; bridges, permanent and 
temporary; culverts, channels, canals, drains, river, lake, 
gulf, and ocean harbor readstends: military, post office, 
territorial, and other roads; tools, instruments, and ina- 
chinery employed in and upon the public works, civil, mil- 
itary, and vaval; scientific, and all other instruments used 
bv engineers, and by other persons in the employ of the 
United States in any capacity ; marine hospitals; ship- 
yards, engine shops, machine shops, rope walks, and all me- 
chanical establishments, and buildings, and defenses con- 
nected therewith; distinguishing between the pay of the 
officers and of the mechanics cmploved therein, from the 
date of their establi-hment to the period of the latest re- 
turns, and adding thereto, but distinguishing therefrom, the 
cost of all tools, patterns, models, and machinery of every 
description used by said officers and saul mechanies ; forts, 


| block honses, barracks ; other forufications for military pur- 


poses; all naval defenses, from the smallest gun boats to 
the ship Pennsvivania, inclusive ; distinguishing in the re- 
ply hereto, as far as practicable, between the cost of the sev- 
eral objects included in each of the to egoing items ; also, be- 
tween the cost of maintaining and the repairing the same ; 
and alxo, designating, as far as practicable, the location of 
the several objecis named in the foregoing inquiries, The 
aiswers to go back to the day of the adoption of the Ped- 
eral Constitution. Also, that the President cause this House 
to be accurately informed of the cost of all mechanical, sei 
entific, and othes experiments, tried at different periods, 
under the direction. or with the assent, of the Departments 
of War and of the Navy, at the expense of the United States, 
accompanied with a brief and succinct account of the na- 


| ture, objects, and result of said experiments. 


Mr. WINTHROP moved to amend by adding 
the following: 


Provided, That the execution of this order shall not be 


permitted to interfere with the regular business of the De- 
partments, and particularly with the preparation of the an- 


nual report of commerce and navigation. 


The resolution was laid over. 
Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, offered the following 


', resolution: 


| 
| 
| 
i 





Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the practicability and propricty of 
removing from the bed of the Savannah river the old hulk, 
wreck, and other obstructions placed therein by the United 
States during the Revolution, tor the purpose of obstructing 
the progress of the British forces, and which have been, 
and now are, impediments to the navigation and commerce 


of the Unio «. 

Mr. WISE objected to the adoption of the res- 
oluuon, 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BLACK hoped the gentleman would with- 
draw his objection. With his view, he could not 
move to send the subject to the Committee on 
Commerce; for, while we have the power, under 
the Constitution, to regulate, we have no power 
to f cilitate commerce. 

Mr. WISE withdrew his objection. 

A member moved the reconsideration of the 
vote by which a committee on printing was ap- 
peers and, after some conversational debate 

etween Messrs. WISE, WELLER, STEEN- 
ROD, A.V. BROWN, and BLACK, the motion 
for reconsideration was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, 


He was in favor of referring it to the || 





January 16, 


————————————— 
but, at the suggestion of Mr. Hopxiys, withdrew 
the motion; and, by general consent, the subject 
was passed over for the present. 

Mr. WELLER moved the reconsideration of 
the vote on the adoption of the resolution sy. 
mitted by Mr. THomasson, in relation to Shag. 
boats on the Mississippi. . 

Mr. THOMASSON addressed the House a: 
some length, in opposition to the reconsideration 
and in favor of the resolution. ; 

Mr. WILKINS addressed the House on the 
same subject. ‘ 

The House then adjourned, without taking any 
question. 





The following notices of petitions presented to-day, wer, 


| handed to the reporters by the members presenting then; 


By Mr. MACLAY: The petition of sixteen hundred cit. 


| izeus of the city of New York, praying for a reduction of 


the rates of postage, and the abolition of the franking priy. 
ilege. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of J. M. H, Aiji. 
son and two hundred and twenty others, citizens of Indj- 
ana, asking a donation of land to assist in completing the 
Wabash and Erie canal. 

Also, the petition of William G. Ross and one hundred 
and twenty others, citizens of Indiana, asking a donation 


| of Jand to complete the Wabash and Erie canal. 


By Mr. JOUNSON, of Ohio: The petition of James 


; Little and fifty-seven others, citizens of York township, 


Morgau county, Ohio, asking for a reduction of the per 


| diem compensation and perquisites of members of Con. 


gress, and tor such a thorough system of retrenchment as 
shall bring the Government back to its primitive purity ; 
which was reterred to the Committee on Retrenchment, 

By Mr. MCCLELLAND: The claim of W.II. Hoag, for 
the payment of a baiance due on a contract for constructing 
a Government road. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of several inhabitants of 
Southold aud Riverhead, on Long Island, praying that 


| Greenport, on that island, may be constituted a port of entry 


and clearance ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, together with the papers on the same subject 
presented at the Jast session. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of Fielding 


| L. Goble and one hundred and forty-two others, citizens of 


Henry and Rush counties, Indiana, praying au appropria- 
tion for the Cumberland road; which wes referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to 
which a bill on the same subject was referred. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of citizens of Cambria 


| county, Pennsylvania, for the establishment of a post route 


from Ebensburgh, Cambria county, to Newman's Mill post 
office: which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Otiice and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BIDLACK: The petition of Martha Bennet, 
widow of Rutus Bennet, a soldier of the Revolution ; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


By Mr. COLLAMER: The petition of W. Brown Butler, 
praying a grant of land in Indiana, for Nuproving the navi- 


| gation, or extending the canal to the mouth of the Wabash. 


By Mr. FISU: The petition of the Bank of New York, 
for the payment of Treasury notes bona fide purchased by 


| them, but which are alleged to have been paid and canceled, 


and subsequently put into circulation. 

Also, the petition of Colonel James Bankhead and other 
officers, for the erection of a chapel on Governor's Island, 
New York. 


Also, the petition of Theodore Frelinghuysen and others, 


for the saine purpose. 


By Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana: The petition of Samuel 
Orr and one hundred and twenty others, citizens of Indi- 


| ana and Iilinois, asking that Congress would grant to the 


State of Indiana the vacant land in the Vincenuves land dis- 


| trict, for the purpose of continuing the Wabash and Erie 


canal trom Terre Haute to Evansville ; which was referred 


' to the Committee on Public Lands. 


By Mr. TYLER: The petition of J. H. Phelps and oth- 
ers, praying for the erection of a light house at the mouth 
of Cattaraugus creek, New York, and for the prosecution 
of the unfinished works at that place. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The pettion of citizens of Maine 
and Massachusetis, for a pier at the harbor of Cape Por 


| poise, in the State of Maine; which was referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 
Also, petitions of citizens of Kennebunk Port, and Ken- 
nebunk, State of Maine, for a dry-dock at the navy yard at 


| Kittery, near Portsmouth, New Hampshire; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Lot Davis, for a pension ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCAUSLEN: The petition of numerous citi- 
zens of Jeffer-on county, Ohio, tor the establishment of @ 


|| bridge at Wheeling, Virginia; which was referred toa Com- 


mittee of the Whole House. 

By Mr. PURDY: The petition of John A. Collier and 
one hundred and seventy five inhabitants of Broome coun- 
ty, New York, for the restoration of General Gaines to his 
rank, and for other purposes; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved to lay it on the table; ' 


Also, the petition of Butler Maynard and others, inhabit- 
ants of Madison county, New York, for the reduction of 
postage and regulation of the franking privilege ; which was 
a to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Mead, of Chenango coun- 
ty, New York, for relief, on account of property destroyed 
by the enemy, and the revolutionary services of her hus- 
band ; which was referred to the Committee on Revoluticn- 
arv Claims. : 

By Mr. GREEN, of New York: The petition of the citi- 
zens of Pultneyvilie, Wayne county, New York, asking for 
an appropriation to improve the harbor of that place. 

By Mr. PARMENTER: The petition of Charles W. 
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Denison, for an appropriacon for the benefit of a fund for |! Mr. S. remariced that this was the third Legis- 


a library, to be used by the seamen of the United States | 


yavy- is ed ; 
mae Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The memorial of the 


Council and House of Representatives of the Territory of 
Wisconsin, asking Congress to make an appropriation to 
defray the expeuses of the Legisintive Assembly of said Ter- 
ritory, for their sessions held in December and January last; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Territories. 

Also, 2 petition signed by one hundred and twenty citi 
zens of the Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an 
appropriation tor a macadamized or other read from the 
town of Southport, via the town of Geneva, in Walworth 
county. to the town of Beloil, on Rock river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of the heirs of Joseph 
Young, praying for remuneration of losses sustained by their 
ancestor, in the burning of his houses and buildings by the 
British forces in the revolationary war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: A petition for the bencfit of Isane 
Adkins; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of George Dean and sev- 
enty-six others, citizens of Indiana, praying for an appro- 
priuion of lands to complete the Central canal to Evans- 
ville. 

By Mr. St. JOHN: The petition of J. B. Moore and one 


hundred and ninety-nine citizens of Ohios asking Congress | 


to take possession of Oregon, and to furm a territorial gov- 
ernment therein; which was referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 
IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, January 16, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT protempore laid before the | 
Senate a communication from the Treasury De- | 


partment, covering a report from the Register of 
the Treasury, made in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, of December 19, 1843, as fol- 
lows: 
A statement exhibiting the value of imports and exports 
during the year ending the 30th September, 1843: 
Value imported free of duty..........-..+--$40.470.961 
“ + paying duty........ coe vccecs 48,780,934 





$89,250,895 





Exports of foreign merchandise: 


Free Of dutye.es veccceccvcsacccccccscces $5,205 341 
Paying GUty oosacccvcecie soccccccccsssesccs 4,363,440 
9,558,781 

Domestic produce, &C......... ceecceceeecese 90,494,485 


$100,063,265 


Value of the third quarter, 1843, partly on estimate. 


On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, ordered to lie | 


on the table, and be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial numer- | 


ously signed by citizens of Madison county, Ver- 
mont, complaining of the present exorbitant rates 
of postage, and asking for their reduction; which 
was referred to the committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr.. EVANS presented a petition from the 
guardian of Delia F. Cousens, minor, heir of a 


seaman in the Navy, praying thatthe pension for- | 


merly granted to the heirs of John Cousens may 

be restored to her; which was referred to the Com- 

mittee on Pensions. s 
Mr. E. also presented a letter addressed to him 


by a committee of several persons, relative to | 
French spoliations prior to 1800, asking that he | 
would present to the Senate the copy of a memo- | 
rial addressed by sundry citizens of Maine to the | 


other House upon this subject. The letter and 


memorial were received, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from A. | 
Linthicum and Benjamin Robinson, trustees of | 


Richard Linthicum, praying to be compensated 
for material for light-houses furnished at Thomas 


Point, Cove Point, and North Point; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Claims. 


' 


THE CONGRESSION 


| without delay. 








lature of that State which had passed similar res- 
olutions, instructing their Senators to vote for the 
restoration of the amount of the fine to General 
Jackson. We hoped that the bill which had been 
sent from the other House for that object, and 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, would be 
taken up soon, and passed. He much desired 
that that committee would report the bill back 
It was true, it had been before 


lit but a short time, but it was a vate which 


had been so often discussed that he dic 


much time was required forits consideration. He | 


trusted, therefore, that there would be an early 


| report, ard early action upon it. 


The resolutions were read, and ordcred to be 


| printed, 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial || the resolution of the committee was ordered to 
‘from sundry citizens of Indiana, concerning the 


Wabash and Erie canal, representing its great 


‘value and importance as a national work, and 
| praying the passage of anact granting to the State 


‘a number of copies of his historical work on Cal- | 


‘rials from citizens of Wisconsin Territory, ask- | 
ing an appropriation for the improvement of the 


of Indiana the unsold land in the Vincennes dis- 
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; 

ed to withdraw from the files the memorial of 
John P. Pennington, of Baltimore, Maryland, on 
the subject of his invention for navigating the 
air. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, leave was also 


granted to withdraw from the files the petition 
of Thomas Quintrill, praying for a pension. 


THE COMPROMISE ACT. 
_Mr. McDUFFIE made some inquiry as to the 


situation of the resolution reported from the Fi- 
not think || nance Committee, relative to the bill reducing the 
present tariff to the stsndard of the compromise 
act. Last Thursday was the day fixed for its dis- 
|| cussion, but it was 

of other business being permitted to intervene, 


assed over, in Consequence 


-The PRESIDENT pro tempore remarked that 


be printed, and it was then on bis table, 


Mr. EVANS remarked that he believed the 


resolution was postponed to be taken up last 
Thursday, but did not come up at that time, as 
was expected. It was immaterial to him when it 


trict, or so much of them as may be necessary || WaS taken up—though he would prefer that it 
' for the completion of that work; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from Rob- 
ert Greenough, asking Congress to subscribe for 


ifornia and Oregon—a work in which the claim 
of the United States to the Oregon is investigated ; 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign || 
i] 


Relations. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented three memo- 


| Wisconsin and Fox rivers, in that Territory; 


| which were ordered to lie on the table, a bill hav- | 


ing been reported for that object. 


Also, a memoriai from a number of citizens of || 


the Territory of Wisconsin, praying an appro- 
priation for the construction of a road from Che- 


'boygan, by the way of Tachedah and Fond du 


' Lake; which was referred to the Committee on | 


sented memorials from citizens of the city and | 


Lac, to the Fox River, in the vicinity of Green 


Public Lands. 
Mr. BUCHANAN and Mr. CLAYTON pre- 


county of Philadelphia, asking for an appropria- 
tion for the construction and establishment of a 


dry-dock at the navy-yard in that city: which | 


were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 


| president and directors of the Trediga Company 


should be some time after the resolution was 
|| printed, 
to a vote in a thin Senate. 


He was unwilling that it should come 


Mr. McDUFFIE had no objection to a post- 


ponement, and gave notice that he would call the 
subject up to-morrow. 


TITLE TO OREGON. 
Mr. SEMPLE made some inquiry of the Chair 


| as to the state of his resolution for determining 
|| the provisions of the treaty with England allow- 
ing a joint occupation of the Territory of Oregon, 
aud moved that it be taken up for consideration; 
|| but, the Chair having suggested that it would come 
up in its order among the special orders, he did 
not press his motion, * 


PUBLIC REVENUE. 
The resolution introduced by Mr, Bazzsz on 


Thursday last came up for consideration, and was 
read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what further 


|| provisions are necessary to give effect to the act of Con 


gress of the 13th of August, 1841, entitled “An act to repeal 
the act entitled ‘An act to provide for the colection, safe- 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue ;' 
and to provide for the punistiment of embezziers of public 
mouey, and for other purposes.’? 


Mr. CLAYTON said he would like to hear 


| cannon for the Navy; which was referred to the | 
' Commitee on Naval Affairs. 


|, some explanation of the object of the resolution. 

Mr. BREESE said he intended, before the vote 
was taken on the resolution, to state to the Senate 
the reasons operating with him for originating 
the inquiry indicated by the resolution. He said 
|| it was by practice under a law that we are ena- 
|| bled to ascertain its defects, if there be any; and 


Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from the 


of Richmond, Virginia, asking for an extension | 
of the time for completing a contract for casting | 


Mr. COLQUITT presented a memorial from 


John P. King, President of the Georgia Railroad || 88 it was his fortune to be presentata trial before 


Committee on Finance. 


| Murphy; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
| ond reading. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from a | 


number of inhabitants of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, asking for an appropriation for the 
construction of a dry-dock at the navy-yard, Phil- 
adelphia, and urging many reasons why it was 
desirable that it should be constructed there; 
among which, were the distance of that port from 


the ocean, and its defensible position; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


_the Treasury to make an arrangement or com- |) 


' to the United States by Samuel Swartwout, late 
collector of the customs of the port of New York; 


Also, resolutions adopted by the Legislature of | 
Pennsylvania, instructing the Senators and re- | 
questing the Representatives from that State to || 
vote for the indemnification to General Jackson | 
of the amount of the fine imposed on him by || 


Judge Hall at New Orleans. 


i 


|| the circuit court of the United States for the dis- 
|| trict of Illinois at its last June term, when this 
|| act of the 13th August, 1841, came in review be- 
fore the court, and received ita attentive and de- 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. liberate examination, he had thought it his duty 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian | to bring before the Senate such defects of the law 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin || 88 were detected on that trial, in order that the 
proper amendments may be made. The first de- 

fect in the law was discovered upon the attempt 
of the prosecution to show a balance against the 

| party charged on the books of the Treasury, and 
| for that ae oa the usual transcript, under the 
the salary of the judge of the district court of the ] seal of the Treasury, as authorized by the act of 
United States for the western district of Virginia, || 1797, was produced. The objection was taken 
reported a bill for that object; which was read, || ‘hat the act of 1797 applied alone to civil cases; 
and ordered to a second reading. ] this was a criminal case; and by the common law 


Company, praying for a remission of duty on 
certain railroad iron; which was referred to the 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred a memorial from 
citizens of Virginia, praying for an increase of 





Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to || in such cases, the evidence was inadmissible. 
which had been referred the memorial of M. M. | The court being divided in opinion on this point, 
Quackenboss and other sureties of Samuel Swart- || the circuit judge holding that the transcript was 
wout, reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of || admissible, it was received. : . 
Now, it appeared to him that this question 
| should be settled by so amending the law as to 
|| make these transcripts evidence in all cases to 
|| which they apply, arising under the act of 1841. 
which was read, and ordered to a second read- | Other courts may reject this evidence altogether, 
ing. |, and a criminal may escape on that ground alone. 

| 
i 


The next defect discoverable in the act was in 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


that part of it which makes the refusal of the 
On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, leave was | officer to honor the draft drawn on him by the 


granted to withdraw from the files the petition of || Treasury Department prima facie evidence of em- 
the heirs of James Sympson, praying the con- || bezzlement. Now, in the case to which allusion 


firmation of their title to a tract of land; which || is made, the person indicted kad ceased to be an 


promise with any of the sureties on bonds given 


was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. || officer at the time the draft was drawn on him by 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, leave was grant: | 


the Treasury Department. He had been re. 

























moved with a large balance in his hands, for 
which, afterwards, the draft was drawn. 
being an officer, then, the Jaw did not apply to 
him, and, consequently, as the court ruled a pri- 
ma facie case was not made out, and the prosecu- 
tion was necessarily forced to seek other evi- 
dence by which to prove an embezzlement—a 
matter of very great difficulty in all such cases. 
Again: the person indicted in this case had acted 
as receiver of public money, and was charged as 
such in the indictment. From the evidence, it 
appeared that the money alleged to have been 
embezzled by him, though received by him as 
such receiver, had been drawn out of his posses- 
sion as receiver by a Government draft, and 
placed with him, and in his custody, asa deposi- 
tary; and his official designation being ‘‘a re- 
ceiver of public moneys,’’ he was indicted as 
such, and not asa depositary. This, the court 
said, was the only legal description that could be 
given him; that the indictment was good in every 
respect, but the fault was in the law; and int- 
mated a very decided opinion that the prosecution 
must fail on this ground. This being the inter- 
pretation put upon the law by a highly respect- 
eble judicial tribunal of the country, it becomes 


necessary that it should be revised, and all proper | 


amendments made to give it full effect. 

However much we may differ upon other sub- 
jects, he had no doubt but that all would mani- 
fest a becoming anxiety to render effective a law 
having for its object the punishment of those who 
shall embeazle the public moneys intrus'ed to 
them for safe-keeping; those who, so regardless of 
their own character and of their moral and legal 
obligations, procure high official stations for the 
ae ren of plunder, and, disgracing themselves 

committing a criminal act, yet go“ unwhipped | 
of justice’’ by the inefficiency of the law. 

manne Seahonpes what he deemed to be his 
duty, in bringing the supposed defects of the law | 
to the notice of the Senate, he would, in conclu- 
sion, express the hope that they might arrest the 
attention of the Judiciary Committee, to which | 
the resolution would go, so that the defects may 
be remedied. | 

The question was then taken.on the resolution; | 
and it was adopted. 


WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Benton yesterday, came up for consideration, 
and was agreed to: 

Resoived, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be di- | 
rected to vahas whether any wrong or injury has been | 
done to the Winnebago Indians by withholding part of their 
~anauity, or by applying awy part thereof to unauthorized 
purposes. | 

Mr. B. submitted a communication in connec- | 
tion with the subject of the resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


RELIEF OF SEAMEN. 


The bill entitled an act to supply a deficiency | 
in theanpropriation for the fiscal year ending Ist 
June, 1844, for the relief and protection of Amer- 
jean seamen, was taken up, and read the second | 
time, and referred to the Committee’on Finance. | 


FOX AND WILSCONSLN RIVERS. 

The bill granting a certain quantity of land to | 
nid in the rmprovement of Fox and Wisconsin | 
rivers, in Wisconsin Territory, and to connect | 
‘the same by acanal, came up for consideration, | 
but-was passed over informally, the gentleman 
who reported it not being in his seat. 


INSANE ASYLUM. 


The bill providing for the insane asylum in the 
District of Columbia came up, and was passed 
over informally, for a like reason. 


LAND CLAIMS. 


Senate bill No. 20, providing for ‘‘ the adjust- 
ment of land claims within the States of Louis- 
iana, Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and for 
other purposes,’’ was taken up as in Committee 
of the Whole, and a substitute reported by the 
ereiniiee on Private Land Claims was read | 

rough. 

The title of the substitute is: ‘A bill to provide 
for the adjustment of land claims within the States 
of Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, and the Ter- 
re of Iowa, and in those parts of the States 
° 


isaissippi and Alabama south of the thirty- | 





Not | 


|| that bill, with -but litele variation. 
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first degree of north latitude, and between the 
Manas and Perdido rivers.”” 

The substituted bill goes on to state that so 
much of the act of 26th of May, 1824, entitled 


| institute proceedings to try the validity of their 
| claims,” 

proved on the 24th day of May, 1828, entitled 
hes An act to continue in force, for a limited time, 
_ to the State of Missouri, (excluding all such por- 
| tions of said acts as referred to the Territory of 
| Arkansas,) shall be revived and reénacted, to con- 
| tinue in force for the term of five years, and no 
| longer; extending the provisions of those acts to 
| the States of Louisiana and Arkansas and Terri- 
| tory of lowa, and to the parts of the States of 
| Mississippi and Alabama specified in the title of 
| the substitute. , 
The substitute, which occupied a long time in 
| being read, consists of fourteen pages of very 
| minute details, 

When it had been read through, 

| Mr. SEVIER observed that itappeared to him, 
| from the reading of the bill, that the Committee 
/on Private Land Claims had reported another, 


|| and a very different bill from the original one in- | 


| traduced by the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 


Barnow,} which he had understood was a mere || 
copy of the bill that had already passed the Sen- | 


ate several times. He therefore inquired of the 
chairman of that committee, [Mr. Nacanane) 
what had become of the original bill ? 
Mr. HENDERSON replied, that the Senator 
from Arkansas was mistaken in supposing the 


original bill referred to the committee was the bill | 


which had heretofore passed the Senate. It was 


| one introduced by the Senator from Louisiana, 
(Mr. Barrow,] the same in substance, but en- | 
larged in details; and the substitute reported by | 
the committee did not differ essentially, but went || 
still more minutely and in detail into provisions | 
which the investigation and consideration of the 


committee had thought necessary for the protec- 
tion of both the claimants and the Government. 


They considered the original bill, and also the || 


bill which had heretofore passed the Senate, de- 
fective in many particulars, (which he pointed 


out in detail;) and therefore had recommended | 


the substitute now before the Senate. 


Mr. KING wished to know from the honor- | 
able Senator, whether the bill now before the | 


Senate was the bill of the Senator from Louis- 
iana. 
| Mr. HENDERSON replied, that substantially 


it was. 


and that it ought to receive due consideration. 
Many Senators, no doubt, supposing it was the 


| had not probably looked into it as minutely as 
was necessary to give a proper understanding of 
its provisions. He had not himself had an op- 


he suppose other Senators hal. He, therefore, 
thought the proper course would be to postpone 


its further consideration till there would be time | 
He was as anxious | 


to examine into the matter. 
as any one to do justice to the claimants; but, in 
doing this, the rights of the Government had also 
to be considered and protected. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the bill would be post- 
| poned. He stated the circumstances under which 


the subject had first been brought before the Sen- || 


| ate in 1824, and referred toa committee, of which 
| the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] was 
| chairman, and who reported the bill of that time. 
| The act of 1823 only revived the act of 1824; and 
| the bill which had more recently several times 
| passed the Senate was an -xtension of those acts, 
, with such modifications es the changes of juris- 
| diction and other circumstances required. He 
| had supposed the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
| Barrow] had introduced a mere copy of the bill 
| which heretofore had passed the Senate, and ex- 

pected the committee would have reported back 
Instead of 
that, it appeared to him that anentirely different 
bill had been substituted; and that several of the 


provisions of thia substitute were hostile to some | 


of the objects which the friends of the measure 
had in view, with regard to obtaining an equita- 


eee SSS 


| ** An act to enable claimants to land within the | 
| State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to | 


and the act amendatory thereto, ap- | 


| and to amend the act of 1824,’’ so far as relates 


Mr. KING thought this a very important bill, | 


same bill which had heretofore passed the Senate, | 


portunity of turning his attention to the provis- || 
ions which varied from the former bill, nor did || 
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| ble adjustment of those claims between the Claim. 


|} ants and the Government. He miight be mis. 
taken in this; and perhaps, on further investiga. 
tion, might find that the substitute regarded ths 
rights of both; but, with the hasty reading jj, 
had given the bill, he was inclined to think it was 
|| of such a nature as should compel him to yo, 
against it in the shape reported from the com. 
| mittee. 
| Mr. BARROW explained that he had been 
satisfied with making his bill a transcript of tha 
which had heretofore passed the Senate. By; 
| when it was referred to the Committee on P;;. 
'| vate Land Claims, he found that there were somes 
|| imperfections in it which the committee proposed 
| to remedy. Supposing that the gentlemen who 
'| recommended these improvements understood the 
‘| matter befter than he did, when they proposed 
| drawing up a new bill, he was disposed to leays 
_itin their hands. He was anxious to have the 
/unsettled claims, which, for thirty years, had 
|| been a source of conflicting interests and juris. 
\| diction, settled forever; and therefore he was not 
|| fastidious about the manner in which it was done, 
i| 
| 


| if it could be done to the satisfaction of all parties. 
Mr. KING inquired of the Senator from Lou. 
| isiana [Mr. Barrow] if the bill he sent to the 
|| committee was not the same bill as that which 
|| had heretofore passed the Senate? 
Mr. BARROW said it was precisely the same. 
Mr. KING then remarked that the bill should 
| have been reported back, with the proposed 
| amendments suggested by the committee, the ne- 
|| cessity for which the Senate would consider in 
|, Committee of the Whole. This was the usual 
‘| course; and it would have been much better and 
much more satisfactory if that course had been 
adopted in this instance. 

My. HENDERSON did not know that it was 

not the usual course for a committee to report 
back merely a substitute for the bill referred to it. 
He thought perhaps it would be best to have not 
only the original bill, now in the manuscript of 
| the Senator from Louisiana, printed with the sub- 
|| stitute; but also the bill which had heretofore 
| passed the Senate. He should, therefore, suggest 
the propriety of postponing the consideration of 
the subject to a more distant day than Monday, 
|| with a view of having the bill of the Senator from 
Louisiana, and the bill on the files of the Senate, 
printed uniformly with the substitute, and fur- 
nished to Senators, so that.they could compare 
all three, and see what were the variations recom- 
| mended bythe Committee on Private Land Claims. 
|| He suggested the postponement to Wednesday 
| of next week. 
After some further debate on the legal ques- 
| tions of jurisdiction and the effects of referring 
|| the investigation of claims, in certain cases, to 
the United States district courts or circuit courts, 
between Messrs. SEVIER and HENDERSON, 
the further consideration of the bill was post- 
| poned to Wednesday, the 25th instant, and, with 
|| the bill passed by the Senate last session, and the 
original bill, ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate then 
|| proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and, after some time spent therein, the 
doors were opened. 


i| APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAVY. 
Mr. BAYARD offered the following resolution; 


which was agreed to: 


| Resolved, Tiat the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
|| inform the Senate whether, since the 4th day of August, 
|, 1842, any appointments have been made of acting midship- 


men or of masters’ mates, under the age of twenty-one 
| years, in the Navy of the United States; and, if any such 
| appointments have been made, of either class of officers, 
| to state by what authority they have been made, the num- 
ber appointed, to what ships they are attached, when they 
were appointed, and the names and ages respectively of 
the individuals so appointed. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


| 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Tvespay, January 16, 1844. 
| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to pre- 
| sent a memorial in relation to a reduction of post- 
age. It was similar to many others which had 
| been presented to the House; but inasmuch as it 
| had been urged upon the attention of the House 
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referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. The prayer of the memorial was 
merely for a reduction of postage in a general || 


at the memorial be now received, and | 


vr. BOYD. I object, if there is a speech to | 
be made. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL. Does the gentleman | 
object to the reception of the memorial ? 

r. BOYD. Notatall. I only object to the 

speech. i : 

The memorial was referred to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


CHEROKEE CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, by leave, it 


was 

Resolved, That a subpena issue to Colonel Charies K. 
Gardner, the secretary of the commissioners for adjusting 
Cherokee claims, for the purpose of giving evidence before | 


the Committee on Indian Affairs; and that he bring with | 


him all records and papers connected with the said busi- | 

ness. ‘ 
The SPEAKER eens Mr. Boyp to occu- 

py the chair temporarily. | 


CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. ELMER asked that the Committee of 
Elections be authorized to employ a clerk for 
twenty days. The committee had arrived at that 
stage of their business when the services of a 
clerk were indisnensably necessary. 

Mr. BARNARD desired to be informed by 
the chairman of the committee when a report 
might be expected from them on the subject of 
persons occupying seats upon that floor from the 
four States of this Union where elections were 
held by general ticket? 

Mr. ELMER replied that the committee would 
be prepared to report in a very few days. 

Mr. CARROLL said on a former day he had 
objected to a proposition similar to that now made. 
Asthe permission was now asked for a limited 
period only, if the employment of a clerk would 
expedite the business, he, for one, would most 
cheerfully accede to it. 

The proposition was agreed to. 

The Speaker resumed the chair. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked leave to pre- 
sent some reports from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, inquired whether re- 
ports from standing committees were not first in 
order. He desired to make a report from the || 


| 


Committee on Public Lands; and he moved that | 





the previous orders be suspended, for the pur- || P 


pose of receiving from the standing committees | 
such reports as would not give rise to debate. 

The proposition was agreed to; and the stand- 
ing committees were called for reports. 

r. McK AY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following bills; which 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill making appropriations for the payment 
of revolutionar and othr pensioners of the Uni- 
ted States for the fiscal year ending on the 30th 
of June, 1845; 

A bill making appropriations for certain forti- 
fications of the United States for the fiscal year 
beginning on the Ist day of July, 1844, and end- 
ing on the 30th day of June, 1845; and 

A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of 
June, 1845. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of Gid- 
eon Walker and J. W. Crane; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Elizabeth 
Converse, and that it be referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Mr: DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the bill 
(No. 18) to repeal a part of the act distributing 
the proceeds of the public lands among the States, 
re the same without amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred a resolution 
of the House of the 4th instant, in relation to le- | 











Mississippi, made a report thereon, accompanied 
by a bill, (No. 63,) to fopaties the sales of certain 
lands made at the Chocchuma and Columbus land 
offices, in the State of Mississippi; which bill was 


|| read twice, and referred to a Committee of the 


Whole House to-morrow. 
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utation of the highest respectability, he | galizing the sale of certain lands in the State of | heretofore given, introduced '. bill to create eck: 


lection districts in Illinois, and to establish a port 
of entry; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


SNAG BOATS ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 
The unfinished business of yesterday next 


Mr. CHILTON, from the Committee for the \! came up in order; being the motion of Mr. C. 
District of Columbia, made a report upon the || Jounson to reconsider the vote by which the 
memorial in relation to the Orphan Asylum and || following resolution had been passed: 


Female Free School of Alexandria, accompanied | 
by a bill (No. 64) to incorporate the Orphan | 
Asylum and Female Free School of Alexandria, | 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred | 
to the Committee of the Whole House to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Mullington; which was read the first and second 


| time, and referred tothe Committee of the Whole 


House. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 


| on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to regulate al- 


lowances for extra services to secretaries of lega- 
tion and consuls, which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. I., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Seth Sweetser; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. I., from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petition of John J. De 


to be printed. 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of Mary Col- 
burn, and that it do lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. WISE, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- | 
charged from the consideration of the resolution of the 
House of the 3d instant, in relation to the construction of | 
additional iron steamers, and that it do lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. WISE, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of William 
Hubbell, and that it do lie on the table. 

Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Pensions, made adverse reports on the peti- | 
tions of Burgess Hall, Alexander Reed, and Rob- 
ert Poindexter; which were laid on the table, and 
the committee was discharged from the further | 
consideration thereof. | 

Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF, from the Committee | 
on Invalid Pensions, made adverse reports on the | 
petitions of William Vose and Sarah J. Jackson; | 
which were laid on the table and ordered to be | 
rinted. 
Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee | 
of Claims, made an adverse report on the petition | 
of John J. Beck; which was laid on the table. | 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Inva- | 
lid Pensions, made a report upon the petition of | 
James C. Hallock, accompanied by a bill for his | 
relief; which was read a first and second time, and | 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. R., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report upon the petition of Elijah C. Bab- 
bitt; which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds be discharged from the consideration of the 
report of the Commissioner of the Public Buiidings and re- 


On motion of Mr. COLES, it was | 


| port from the Secretary of War, transmitting estimates and 


plans for the alteration and extension of the Capitol, with 
ragard to a new hall for the House of Representatives, and 


|| that the same reports lie on the table. 


| Mr. HARDIN, from the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads, reported a joint reso- 
| lution authorizing the Postmaster General to con- 
| tract with certain railroad companies for the trans- 
| portation of the mails; which was read twice. 

| After a few words from Mr. HARALSON, 
| Mr. HOPKINS, and Mr. HARDIN, anda mod- 
| ification of the resolution at the suggestion of 





it 


} 





| 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire what sum of money will be required 
to keep all the boats now in use, and those in the process 
of preparation, designed to be employed in removing ob- 
structions in the navigation of the Mississippi river and its 
tributaries, in constant active employment for the national 
fiscal year commencing on the first day of July next, and 
that they report to this House the sum for that purpose in 
the appropriate appropriation bill. 


Mr. BOWLIN opposed the reconsideration. 
He contended that these western rivers were of 


| national importance; and that the Government 


| wascalled upon with as much justice to make 


improvements on the shores of the Mississippi 
as on the shores of the Atlantic. He spoke of 


| the great extent of coast in the valley of the Mis- 


sissippi—of the rich and fertile lands, whose 


| products were transmitted to market through that 


channel; of the great number of steamboats em- 
ployed in navigating those waters; of the extent 
of their tonnage, and the large number that were 


| annually sacrificed on the unremoved snags, with 


| the value of the property thus lost. 
Wolf; which was laid on the table, and ordered | 


| 








Mr. HOPKINS, a motion to recommit was neg- 


atived. 
COMMERCIAL TREATIES. 


On the motion of Mr. HOLMES, five thousand 
copies extra of the document from the Secretary 


be printed. 
COLLECTION DISTRICTS. 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, pursuant to notice 


of State on commercial treaties were ordered to | of losses which annually occur upon the western 


He was un- 
derstood to say that the insurance offices of St. 
Louis alone showed that, in four years, losses 
had been sustained, amounting to $1,036,000, by 


| the snags on that river. 


The history of the world presented no example 
of an amount of destruction of property and loss 
of life equal to that which was yearly occurrin 
upon the rivers of the West. When they hedrd 
of a disaster which occurred upon the Atlantic, 
they were naturally shocked, but disasters upon 
the western rivers had become so common, that 
they were announced in the newspapers merely 
as the ordinary occurrences of the day. The 
were not even announced as calamities. Mr. i. 
called the attention of the House to the announce- 
ment of the loss of three steamboats within one 
week, in a newspaper of the Ist of January, 
from which he read. 

Supported by these facts, he thought the ddvo- 
cates of the improvement of the western naviga- 
tion came before Congress with strong claims to 
their favorable attention. Four hundred and 
thirty-seven thousand dollars had been appro- 
priated for light-houses alone; a sum more than 
sufficient to clear the greater portion of the snags 
from those rivers. A very great improvement in 
that respect had already been effected since the 
commencement of the navigation of those rivers; 
the proportion of losses had decreased from thirty- 
three and one third per cent. to something below 
eighteen per cent. If the same proportion of 
losses occurred on the ocean, it would strike the 
minds of gentlemen with horror. It seemed to 


| him that the House did not take a proper view 


of the matter. They did not seem to appreciate 
the value of that portion of the country; they 
seemed to have lost sight of its importance, and 
of the importance of those great rivers, which, 
in his estimation, were of as much consequence 
in SoG point of view as the Chesapeake bay 
itself, 

He desired to call the attention of the House 
for a moment to the great increase of navigation 
upon these rivers. That increase tells a tale for 
the future; it proclaims, in language not to be 
misunderstood, that the star of the empire inclines 
to the West. 

Mr. B. made a comparative statement of the 
shipping tonnage employed upon the rivers of the 
West at different periods, showing the vast and 
unprecedented increase; and he appealed to gen- 
tlemen in that House, whether this vast interest 
deserved no particular attention. What would the 
people of the western country say when they were 


‘| told that those rivers were not considered of suf- 


ficient importance to receive a small appropriation 
for their improvement? : 
Mr. B. adverted again to the immense amount 


waters. In coming fram St. Louis to the mouth 
of the Ohio, seven moriuments of ruin were to be 
seen—seven wrecked vessels—at a place very 
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properly called the Grave Yard, the meanest of such appropriations for the western waters as | 


which might have sold for more than sufficient to 
have improved the greater portion of the whole 
river. But they were told that the river was the 
property of the General Government, and that the 
States had nothing to do with its Improvement; 
avd yet it seemed to be considered of too littk 
importance to engace tie attention of Congress. 
Although the interest in this subject was not con- 
fined to the West, it was as extensive as the Gov- 
ernment itself; itextended to every portion of the 
Union. The people of the East had not, it is true, 
50 deep an interest as those of the West; still, 
they had a very deep interest in the improvement 
of western navigation. The interest in that im- 
provement was not of a local character; it was a 
matter which concerned the whole United States. 
The river was one which washed the shores of 
eleven States and two Territories—nearly half the 
whole Union. ‘They had a population of about 
six millions, and the productions which they sent 
forth were immense. ‘That six millions of pegple 
depended, in a great measure, upon the East for 
the manufactured articles which they consumed. 
They were purchasers, to a great extent, of east- 
ern manuliactures, 

The cost of transportation upon the western 
Waters was cnormous, In consequence of the 
danger attending it. Vessels costing from twen- 
ty-five to seventy-five thousand dollars each, of 
from three hundred and fifty to one thousand tons 
burden, if they kept above water for 
four years might be considered extremely fortu- 
nate. They pay an insurance proportionate to 
the danger incurred, and the increased expenses 
were necessarily laid upon the passengers and 
those who shipped freight, making it burdensome 
upon the traveler, and increasing the price of all 
commodities conveyed by that route. 

When the storms of heaven destroyed, they 
had only to submit; but when, for want of asmall 
expenditure—when from a mere neglect of duty 
which lies within the range of human effort—a 
loss of human life occurs, it wasa matter of com- 
nlaint. Mr. B. referred to the loss of the Shep- 
Rendess near St. Louis, and touchingly described 
the circumstances attending that awful catas- 
trophe. 

He appealed to the House, as the States were 
denied the power of taking the matter in hand, 
to do something in reference to it. The West 
did not ask it of Congress as a boon, butas a 
matter of justice and right, 

He sincerely hoped that the House would re- 
fuse the reconsideration—a vote which he should 
look upon as 4 virtual denunciation of the claims 
of the West. He appealed to the justice and 
magnanimity of the Louse to compel the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to reporta bill to 
keep these snag boats in operation for the protec- 
tion of our commerce and the lives of our citizens. 
He wished gentlemen to vote on this question 
precisely as if they had up a bill on the subject 
for final action, and its passage or rejection was 
the final decision of the question involved. 

Rumor said, out of doors, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had done nothing on this 
subject; and the resolution proposed to make 
them do something; and its adoption would go 
home to the West as an announcement of the 
determination of the House to do something for 
their interests. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he knew of no 
such determination in the committee. 

Mr. WELLER was understood to say that 
the estimates for appropriations for the western 
rivers were stricken out in the Committee 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said, if such was the 
fact, he was not present at the ume. He wished 
to know from the gentleman whether there had 
been anything like a separation of western waters 
from other waters, or any striking out of the est- 
mates of appropriations for internal improve- 
ments, local or otherwise? 

Mr. WELLER said that he had referred only 
to the western rivers, and they had been decided 
against in the only form they came before the 
committee. The majority of the committee were 
opposed to making any appropriations at all, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he could only 
express his regret at such a determination, and 
state that, when the proper bill came before the 
House, he would offer an amendment making 


could be 


of 


would be proper and necessary. 

Mr. BOWLIN made a few more remarks in 
opposition to the reconsideration; after which 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsy vania, said he 
would submit to the mover of the resolution a 
modification that would accomplish the object so 
much desired by western gentlemen. It was to 
strike out ** Committee of Ways and Means,’’ | 
and insert ** Committee on Roads and Canals;”’ | 
which, in his opinion, was the most appropriate 
committee, as being favorable to the objects of 
the resolution. The Committee of Ways and 
Means had declined to report any bill for internal 
improvements; and why? It was because two 
thirds of that committee belonged to the same 
political party of which the gentleman from Mis- 
souri was a member, and denied the power of 
this Government to make internal improvements. 
Mr. Van Buren himself said that this power was 
not conferred by the Constitution; and added an- 
other qualification—which was, that the consent 
of the States through which these improvements 
passed would not confer the power; but that an 
amendment of the Constitution was indispensa- 
ble to confer it. So that, if gentlemen were to 
pass a bill of this nature in his Presidency, he 
would be bound by his oath to veto it. 

The gentleman from Missouri said that he de- 
nied the power of the Government to make in- 
ternal improvements for local purposes; but that 
it was constitutional to make appropriations for 
the Mississippi river. Now, he should like the 
gentleman to take up the Constitution, and show 
him on what principles he drew a distinction be- 
tween one river and another. Wasit the size of 
the river, or was it the length of the river, that 
made appropriations for it constitutional? The 
idea of making such distinctions could not be 
sustained for a moment. 

The gentleman talked about the tariff, and said 
that it must be brought down to the revenue 
standard. Why, there was a revenue tariff but 
a few years ago; and what did it bring into the 
Treasury? Only $15,000,000. Congress, at the 
last session, made a tariff which was giving pros- 
perity to the country from one end to the other; 
it had already increased the revenue $4,000,000. 
He would here remark that it was a protective 
tariff and a revenue tariff combined that paid off 
$125,000,000 of public debt. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON appealed to the Chair to 
know if this debate was in order. 

The SPEAKER thought it was not, and re- 
quested the gentleman to confine his remarks to 
the question before the House. 

Mr. STEWART said he was replying to the 
remark made by the gentleman from Missouri, 
in relation to the tariff. The gentleman asked 
where the money was to come from to make these 
improvements; and he thought he had a right to 
answer him, and to show where it was to come 
from. He wanted to show that there was reve- 
nue in abundance. If gentlemen would examine, 
they would find that the revenue received in 1841, 
before the late tariff act was passed, amounted to 
$15,952,000; and that in 1843, under the opera- 
tion of this tariff, it was $20,605,000, being an 
increase of over four millions. Now he would go 
to work, and retrench some six or seven millions 
of expenditure from the estimates of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and from the Army and 
Navy, and fortifications. He would contend that 
these internal improvements were better calcu- 
lated for the defense of the country, than all the 
Army, Navy, and fortifications put together. 
Mr. 8. was going on with his remarks, when 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called him to order for ir- 
relevancy; and 

The SPEAKER having decided that he was 
out of order, 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved that he be 
permitted to proceed in order; which motion 
prevailing, 

Mr. STEWART went into an examination of 
the powers of the Federal Government to make 
internal improvements, contending thatsuch pow- 
er was conferred by the clause in relation to the 
common defense and general welfare, by the 
clause giving the power to regulate commerce, 
and by the power to provide for the transporta- 
tion of the public mails. 

He attacked the veto of General Jackson of 
the Maysville road bill, and charged upon that 





LOBE. 


_ January 16, 


act that it strack down the prosperity of th, 
country. He then said he would proceed to no, 
tice the effect of the doctrine that the power 
make these improvements did not reside in th, 
General Government. nad 

Mr. HOLMES, who was alluded to by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, said he admit, 
the power of this Government to improve the 
Mississippi. 

Mr. STEWART said that an appropriation had 
been made for the Wabash, and it was vetoed op 
the ground that there was no constitutional power 
in this Government to make such improvements. 
and if such a doctrine were the true one, the peo, 
ple of the interior would be made ever hewers of 
wood and drawers of water. The interior wou 
be doomed to pay everything, and receive noth. 
ing. The expenditures of the Government would 
go to the Atlantic States, or abroad, and the ip. 
terior would never participate in the expenditures 
of the public money. He said Mr. Van Burey 
denied that the Government possessed the power 
to make internal improvements. The Surplus 
revenue had, in consequence, been given to the 
States; and to this he attributed the $200,000,009 
indebtedness of the States. If the General Gov. 
ernment had expended the surplus revenue in im- 
proving the rivers of the country, they might al! 
have been now improved, and,not a dollar been 
owing by the States. He contended that the Gen- 
eral Government did possess this power, and 
that it would have been promotive of the good of 
the country if it had been exercised, and much 
evil would have been thereby avoided. 

In reply to a remark made by Mr. Jamesoy, 
that Mr. Van Buren had never refused to signa 
bill for internal improvements, he said that Mr, 
Van Buren had caused the estimates to be with- 
held from the House. 

Mr. JAMESON said, if the gentleman would 
look back, he would find that, in the first year of 
Mr. Van Buren’s administration, he furnished 
such estimates. 

Mr. STEWART said the gentleman was right 
as far as he went; but Mr. Van Buren, in 1838, 
did as he had described; and while he was doing 
this, he increased the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. McCONNELL was very desirous to obtain 
the floor to make some explanatory remarks to 
set the gentleman from Pennsylvania right in 
many of the positions he had assumed, but the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania refused to yield 
the floor. 

Mr. STEWART proceeded with his remarks; 
and, amongst other subjects embraced in them, 
spoke of the tariff. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that 
such a latitude of debate was not in order. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he was in favor 
of the motion to reconsider; and he would take 
the liberty of moving to amend the original reso- 
lution, whenever it should be reconsidered, by 
substituting something of this sort: 

And that the committee be instructed to report a bill, 
making due and economical appropriations for ail such im- 
provements upon the lakes, rivers, bays, and coasts, as the 
good of the country requires and the Constitution permits. 

He wanted to draw the line of distinction be- 
tween the exclusive spirit of the resolution which 
was to Le reconsidered, and the catholic spirit of 
the resolution which he should offer as a substi- 
tute. His object was to bring the House to 4 
decisive vote, which would show whether they 
were prepared to go for universal improvements, 
whenever they might be necessary, or whether a 
sectional spirit would limit those improvements 
tv particular States. 

Mr. KENNEDY said that, being a western 
man, he desired not to be misunderstood upon 
this question of western improvement. The grant 
of a few thousand dollars for the improvement of 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers might be consid- 
ered by some gentlemen as a mess of pottage for 
the purchase of their birthright; but he, for one, 
was ready to declare that he would never enter 
into such a bargain. , 

Western people, who had been accustomed to 
labor from the rising of the sun until the going 
down thereof to fill the coffers of the national 
Treasury from ‘heir hard earnings, had learned 
enough to know that when the Government dis- 
tributed to them a re was a bounty which 
their own industry supplied. They had learned 
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——<— 
that of all hard masters this Government was 
the worst. How long would the laboring por- 
tion of the community have to be borne down 
to the earth, if this Government opened ail the 
sources of taxation within her power? Relief to 
be afforded to the West by means of the taxation 
of the West was such relief as they did not de- 
sire, and it was what he, as a western man, 
could never assent to. They were now groaning 


under the load of taxation which was imposed - 


upon them for the purpose of paying the interest 
of the moneys already borrowed by the Govern- 
ment. he took shame to himself, in common 
with western Representatives, on account of 
things which now existed; and why? Because 
they had not the courage to stand up and assert 
their rights. If a man will not take care of his 


own interests, he can hardly expect his neighbors | 


to take care of them. But, notwithstanding they 


believed they had been neglected; notwithstand- | 


ing they thought they ought to have appropria- 
tions made for their benefit; yet they were not 
going, in order to procure those appropriations, 
to open the flood-gates of the Government to all 


appropriations that might be proposed. Never | 


would he consent to anything of the kind. 


he wished should be perfectly understood; he 
would never consent to vote an appropriation, 
however small, for the benefit of his own partic- 
ular section of the country or any other, if the 
money had to be borrowed. He was as ready as 
any man to economize; he would lop off all the 
leeches which were draining from the Govern- 
ment its life-blood. 


When he heard gentlemen talking about the 
western people having received abundance of | 
lands from the General Government, it reminded | 
him of a passage in the Scriptures where the | 


Devil is represented as having conducted our Sa- 
vior to the top of a high mountain, and, display- 


ing to him the kingdoms of the earth, told him | 


that he would bestow them all on him, provided 
he would falldown and worship him. The Devil, 


in that case, had about as much right to the king- | 


doms of the earth as this Government had to the 
lands of the West. 

He was not going to set up a system of exclu- 
siveness, and say that he would receive nv aid for 
the West from the General Government; but this 
he would say, that unless they could receive the 


aid they desired upon constitutional grounds, | 


such as would commend themselves toevery man, 
he would not receive it at all. 

One wogd more, and he had done. The time 
was when money could be filched out of the 
pockets of the western people; but, great fools as 
they were, it could no longer be done. They now 
know that every dollar you take out of their 


pockets by your tariff is not only so much money | 


gone, but with an accumulation of interest upon 


it; and not only so, but where you get one dollar | 
inthe Treasury, you take five out of their pockets. | 


It was too late for this Government to pursue any 


ple of the West. 

Mr. HOLMES observed, that he would not 
detain the House on any of the topics that had 
occupied their attention, save the one that was 
regularly before them. He should not say one 


word on the tariff; neither would he allude to the | 


courting between the South and West—his object 
being to show, by a legal argument, that the right 
and duty did appertain to the Government of the 


Mississippi river; and he called the attention of 
his friends who had joined with him in resisting 
the past system of internal improvements, which 


embraced every section and every interest, to the | 


particular proposition which he now advanced. 
The proposition was this: That the Government 


had the right to extend its jurisdiction to facili- | 

te the carrying of commercial articles down the | 
Mississippi river; which proposition he proved | 
by reference to the ordinance of 1787. This ordi- | 


nance provided that that river should be a com- 


the United States and of the States that should 
thereafter come into the Union, and should not 
be molested or interfered with by any particular 
States. Now, if the Government could not im- 


prove this river, one of two things, followed, | 
either that the jurisdiction which it had in conse- | 
quence of the ordinance did not extend to the im- , 
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such pars it would not go down with the peo- | 





| provement of the river, or that the ordinance was 
| unconstitutional, 
| was a compact made by the State of Virginia 


What was the ordinance? kt 


with the United States, then consisting of thir- 
teen States; and all the essentials to a valid com- 
pact were embraced in it, namely: the subject 


| contracted for, the condition, and the power of 
| the parties to contract. 


Nobody doubted the 
power of the parties to contract; and, in that 
view, the compact was legal. 

He supposed that no man would dispute that it 
was lawful for the United States to contract with 
the State of Virginia for the land granted in the 
compact, and to parcel it out into States and Ter- 
ritories. Then, if the State of Virginia had a 
right to contract for the land, and the United 
States to receive it, unless the condition was com- 
plied with a reversion took place, and the land 
must go back to the State of Virginia. Either 
that whole country now parceled out into States 
and Territories must revert to the State of Vir- 
ginia, or these rivers were common highways, 


| and within the jurisdiction of this Government to 
| improve. 


The proposition being laid down, he 
proved it thus: the United States contracted to 


\| receive this territory; but were they not to give 
He would make another declaration here,which | 


reciprocal conditions for it?) ‘They were; and the 
conditions were, that this river should be com- 


| mon to allthe people of the Union, divesting Vir- 


ginia of her jurisdiction. Moveover, Virginia, 
when she parted with her jurisdiction, did not 


‘| intend that any of her sister States should have 


it, and so provided in the compact. Then, it 
being provided that these rivers should be a com- 
mon highway, what followed? Why, that the 
Government had not complied with the condition, 
and destroyed the ordinance. Further, no State 
having the right to improve this highway, and no 
State having jurisdiction over it, the United States 


| had the exclusive jurisdiction, and was bound to 


improve it. Jt must be improved by the Govern- 
ment of the Union, or not improved at all. Was 
it contemplated by the State of Virginia, when 
she made this cession, that the Governmentshould 
be prevented from using this highway? And if 
the Governmentused it, must itnot have the right 
to improve it? After continuing this part of his 
argument for a short time, Mr. H. took up the 
question of expediency, and contended that it was 
the duty of the Government to make the necessary 
improvements. After referring to the immense 
annual loss of property and of human life, in con- 
sequence of the obstructions now existing to the 
navigation, Mr. H. declared that he would go to 
any amount of appropriations that might be re- 


| quired to effect the object. in view. 


Mr. WELLER then obtained the floor; when, 
On motion of Mr. BLACK, the House ad- 
journed. 


The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. FICKLIN : The memorial of G. W. Kincade and 
fifty two others, citizens of the county of Lawrence, State 
of [Hinois, praying a grant of land in the Wabash valley, 
fur the improvement of the Wabash river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. HOGE: ‘The petition of Gilbert Buckingham and 
others, citizens of flenry and Whiteside counties, in We 
State of [llinois, praying the establishment of a mail route 
from Peoria, in Peoria county, via Mount Howlely, Wyo- 
ming and ‘Toulon, Stark county, Wethersfield and Genesee, 
Henry county, Sharon, Crandeil’s, and Berry, to Albany, 
Whiteside county, in the State of Illinois. 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of two hundred and 
thirty inhabitants of Cayuga county, New York, for the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Baldwinsville, Oueida 


; l c c : ; ;; county, to Wolcott, in the county of Wayne, New York; 
United States of improving the navigation of the || 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The petition of citizens of New 
York, praying for an appropriation for the erection of a 
light house on Tappan Zee; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of Frederick 
Stinkard and one hundred and forty-nine others, citizens of 
Indiana, asking a donation of land in the Vincennes dis- 
trict, to assist Indiana in completing the Wabash and Erie 
canal to the Ohio river. 

By Mr. STEENROD: The petition of one hundred and 
sixty-seven citizens of Clark county, Ohio, requesting an 
appropriation for the erection of a bridge over the Ohio river 


e |; at Wheeling, Virginia. 
mon highway, and be free to all the citizens of || 


Also, the petition of the citizens of Wheeling, Virginia, 
praying the passage of a law to constitute a board of exam- 
iners in each and every port of entry in the western aud 
southern States, to examine the qualifications of all licensed 
steamboat engineers. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of the in- 
habitants of Jefferson county, Territory of Wisconsin, ask- 
ing Congress for the establishment of a mail route from 
Plainville, via Genesee, North Prairie, Eagle Prairie, Wi,ite- 


water, Port Atkinson, and Saell’s Lake, to Madison, the || 
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seat of government of said conaty; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Ragds. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of General N. V. 
Kniekerbacker and five hundred and twelve citizens of 
Steuben county, for the reduction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petuion of John Wilkins and 
seventy others, citizens of Banger, Maine. for indemnifiea 
tion tor spoliations committed Sy the French in and prior to 
L800; petition of Almon ‘Pwitchell and forty others, citizens 
of Paris, Oxtord county, Maine, upon the same eubject3 
peuuuon of the exeeutors of the last will of John Pearson, 
upon the sane subject; which were referred to the Com- 
inittee on Foreien Affairs 


By Mr. McDOWELL: Sundry petitions, under the 24th 


rule of the House, tor a mail route from Ripley, Ohio, to 
Circleville, Oltio. 


Also, a petition, with two hundred signatures, for a mail 
route from Portsmouth, Ohio, through Loeust Grove, Bel 
fast, and Marshall, to Hillsboro’, Highland city, Obio. 

By Mr. DANA: ‘The proceedings of a public meeting at 
Peun Yan, New York, and a memorial of eighty-nine citi- 
zens of Penn Yan, praying for a reduction ot pos age, and 
the establisiiment of a uniform rate, without regard to dis 
tance, 


Also, the petition of one hundred and four citizens of 
Yates county, New York, for the same object; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Thomas Park, for com- 
pensation for property solid to the Government during the 
revolutionary war; which Was referred to the Commitiee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of seventy five inhabitants of Corning, 
praying that canal boats on the New York canals, trading 
to the cities of New York, ‘Troy, and Albany, be exempt 
from taking out coasting licenses, and the payment of hos 
pital money ; which was referred to the Committee on Com 
iperce, 

By Mr. FRICK:: The petition of the citizens of Northum- 
berland and Columbia counties, Pennsylvania, praying for 
Uie establishment of a post route from Sunbury to Danville, 
via Snydertown and Rushville, a distance of thirteen miles. 

By Mr. PRATT: The petition of David Miller, for a pro 
rata pension, under provisions of the act of 7th January, 
1852, praying for a general law for all serving, according wo 
length of service. 

By Mr. KING, of New York: The petition of inhabitants 
of St. Lawrence county, New York, to abridge the franking 
privilege, and reduce the rates of postage. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 17, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, reporting, in compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 20th December, 1843, 
the proceedings under the Cherokee treaty of 
1835; which, on motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, 
was ortlered to lie on the table, and a motion to 
print referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Also, a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, communicating, from the War Depart- 
ment, the proceedings of the court-martial in the 
case of Lieutenant B. C. Buell, of the United 
States Army; which, on motion of Mr. BEN- 
TON, was refegred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, transmitting statements rendered to 
that Department by the incorporated banks of 
the District of Columbia, showing the state of 
their affairs; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 
James Patten and others, inhabitants of town- 
ship forty-six, range two east, in St. Charles 
county, Missouri, praying the passage of a law 
confirming purchases made by them of certain 
school lands, and appropriating other lands in 
lieu thereof, for school purposes; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
Pearson Cogswell, late marshal of the United 
States for the district of New Hampshire, pray- 
ing the payment of the balance of an amount of 
money awarded him under a judgment of the cir- 
cuit court of the United States for New Hamp- 
shire; which was referred to the Committee on 

| the Judiciary. 

| Also,a petition from Walter Loomis and Abel 

| Gay, praying compensation for services rendered 

' the United States on the Cumberland road; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HUGER presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, representing the dilapidated condition of the 
building occupied for the custom-house and post 
office in that city, and praying Congress to make 
an appropriation for is repair; which was re-' 
| ferred to'the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Levi 
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S. Bartlett, of Kingston, New Hampshire, pray- 
ing for relief egainst the violation of a contract 


entered into by the United States with him, for || ters spread over the country. 


the performance of certain services; which was || 


referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. BREESE presented a memorial adopted by 


a public meeting held at Olney, Richland county, | 
Iiiinois, of citizens of the several counties in the | 


Wabash valley, praying fora further grant of land 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Wa- 
bash river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Philadelphia city and coun- 
ty, praying for an appropriation for the erection 
and establishment of a dry-dock at that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a petition from cit- 
izens of Seneca Falls, Seneca county, New York, 
praying for a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 





Office and Post Roads. 


rials, signed by several thousand citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, in reference to the post office regu- 
lations, and complaining, among other things, of 
the rates of postage, which they believe to be ex- 
orbitant, unequal, and an unnecessary burden 
upon the people; and the evils of the franking 
privilege as at present exercised. 

Mr. M. remarked that the number of the me- 


orialists indicated the strong feeling which per- | 


Mr. MOREHEAD presented numerous memo- 
| 
| 
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abused by the fifteen thousand deputy postmas- 
The loss of reve- | 
nue by the abuse of the franking privilege on the 

part of three hundred members of Congress, was | 
a mere bagatelle compared with the abuse of the | 
privilege on the part of postmasters. There might 

be striking abuses of it in Congress; but every | 
gentleman present would see that the loss sus- 


tained by the Government, through the abuse of 


the privilege in the hands of these fifteen thousand 
deputy postmasters, (some of them persons of no 


|| standing whatever,) must be enormous. 
Mr. SEVIER presented additional documents | 


on the subject of the claim of Brinton Paine, an 


| officer in the revolution, praying to be allowed 


| was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 


the half pay to which he was entitled; which 


| Claims. 


Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial from Wil- 


| performed asaclerk in the pay department of | 


} 
| 
} 


| 


aded that section of the country upon the sub- || 
ject. He found among them the names of several || 


with whom he was personall 
highly respectable character. He trusted that the 
increasing importance of this subject, and the great 
solicitude evidenced by the memorialists, would 
operate as strong reasons with the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads to take the sub- 
ject of the reform of those evils into their serious 


consideration, and that they would mature some || 
He moved that the || 


measures in regard thereto. 


acquainted, of a | 


| 


| 
| 


memorial be referred to the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. MERRICK said he would inform his hon- } 


orable friend from Kentucky that the Committee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads were well aware 
of the deep interest the public take on the subject | 


of a reform of the post office regulations. They || 


could not shut their eyes to the evidence every | 


day brought to the consideration of the Senate. | 
The whole country, it seemed, was awake to its || 


importance. He could, for the present, only say | 
that the committee are diligent in making the ne- 
cessary investigation, and in collecting informa- | 
tion upon which to base some action. 


Mr. KING hoped the honorable chairman of || 


° . ° | 
that committee would not think it improper in | 


back without amendment, and with a recom- 


| 


him to suggest the importance, in considering the | | 
subject of a reduction of the rates of postage, also || 


to take into consideration the franking privilege. | 
It was a privilege which was more abused than 
any other sanctioned by the Government. He | 
would himself prefer that it should be abolished | 
altogether, were it not that some inconvenience 
wouid probably result to the public at large by | 
its entire abolition. But if it be continued, it | 
ought to be put under such restrictions and such 


practiced under it, by which the Department was 


the War Office; which was referred to the Com- | 





mittee on Claims. 


Mr. FULTON presented a petition from Josiah | 
Garland, of the county of La Fayette, in Arkan- | 


sas, praying that a patent may issue to him for | 
a tract of land which he purchased from the Uni- 


on Private Land Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made an adverse report on the petition 
of the heirs of Elihu Hall Bay, praying confirm- 
ation of his title to certain lands; which was or- 


| dered to lie on the table and be printed. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill to supply the defi- 
ciency in the appropriation for the fiscal year | 
ending June 1, 1844, for the relief and protection 
of American seamen, reported the same back | 
without amendment, and with a recommendation | 
that it do pass. 

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. EVANS, the | 
bill was taken up, and considered as in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole, and there being no proposition | 
to amend, was reported to the Senate; and, ac- | 
cording to order, it was read the third time and | 
passed. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on | 
Printing, reported in favor of printing certain doc- | 
uments; which was concurred in by the Senate. 


Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Pub- |! 


lic Lands, to which was referred the bill relating 
to the offices of surveyors general of the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, reported the same 


mendation that it do pass. The accompanying 
report was ordered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would, to- 


|, morrow, ask leave to introduce the following | 


| bills: 


1} 
regulations as to prevent the great abuses now | 


deprived of a large portion of its revenues, and 
its ability to give mail facilities to those remote 
sections of the countr 
sparsely populated. He trusted that the com- | 
mittee would take this subject seriously into con- 


which were as yet but || 


sideration, and not suffer any bill to pass that |, 
body this session concerning postage, without || 


endeavoring to abolish the franking privilege al- 


together, or so restricting it as to prevent its || 


abuse. 
Mr. MERRICK, on the part of the committee 
which he represented, and on his own part, 
thanked the honorable Senator, [Mr. Kine;] and 
would ~ in reply to the remarks of that gen- | 
tleman, that the branch of the subject respecting | 
the franking privilege had recei 


the very seri- | 


ous consideration of the Committee on the Post || 


Office and Post Roads. If he was not very much 
deceived, his honorable friend would be satisfied 
with the proposed arrangement of that committee. 


| pass, and on each side of said canal, reserving 


A bill to provide for the establishment of schools | 


|| of instruction in the naval service of the United 


States; 


A bill to provide for the naval peace establish- 
ment of the United States; and 


A joint resolution for the better investment of | 


the naval hospital fund. 


FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore then announced | 
that the next thing in order was the Senate bill | 
No. 33; which was accordingly taken up, as in 


The title of the bill is, **A bill to grant a cer- | 


tain quantity of land to aid in the improvement || 
| of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect || 


the same by a canal, in the Territory of Wis- | 
consin.”’ 
The following are the principal provisions of | 


} 
° i! 
Committee of the Whole, for amendment. 1 
| 


__danuary 17, 


did notexist in Congress. The privilege was most i the mouth of each river, and from one stream to 


the other, at or near the foot of Swan lake; tha 
where the lands have been sold or otherwise dig. 
posed of, other lands in lieu thereof shall be taken. 
that said canal and navigation, when completed’ 
shall remain forever a public highway, free of 
toll to the United States; that the lands, whey 
selected, shall be offered forsale like other public 


|| lands, at the land office of the district—the firs, 
|| tier of sections, next the rivers, lakes, and canal, 
| 


at $2 50 per acre, and the second tier at the Goy. 

ernment price, $1 25 per acre; that the topograph. 
| ical engineer, under the control and direction of 
| the Secretary of War, shall cause the said jm. 
| provement and canal to be constructed; the entire 
| cost to the United States not to exceed the value 
of the lands granted for the purpose. 
| The report of the Committee on Public Lands 
accompanied the bill, and set forth, in a series of 


|| resolutions, the reasons which influenced the 
liam Rich, praying compensation for services | 


| committee in recommending the bill. 
Mr. TALLMADGE moved to amend the bi!| 
/in the fourteenth line of the first section, which 
ran, ‘*and the said lands shall be subject to the 
disposal of the President and Congress,’’ by strik- 
ing out the words here italicised, and inserting, 
| **be disposed of;’’which amendment was adopted, 
Mr. T. then remarked that he had been ip. 
structed by the Committee on Public Lands to re. 


|| port this bill, and also to make the report which 


_ accompanied it. That report contained, in a few 
| words, as much as he could sayat length in favor 
|of the measure; and having been printed, and 
placed in the hands of Senators, with the bill it- 
self, he did not think it necessary now to occupy 
| the time of the Senate in relation to the subject; 
nor, indeed, if so disposed, did the state of his 
health permit him to do so. He would, however, 
observe that it wasa great and important national 
| work which was proposed to be undertaken by 
| this bill. It was one in which the General Gov- 
ernment had a deep interest; and, therefore, it 


|| was that description of improvement which was 
|| admitted, on all hands, to be within its province, 


It was also one to be carried on within the terri- 
tory over which the General Government eXer- 
| cises legitimately its sovereignty. There could 


|| not, then, be any obstacle in the way of under- 


taking it, so far as related to the question of inter- 


|| fering with internal improvements. The question 


was, whether, in a national point of view, as well 


|| as in reference to the great interests of that part 


of the country, it was a work that ought to be 
undertaken by the General Government. Now, 
he had no hesitation in saying that it was; and 
that it had always been considered so by the Gov- 
ernment itself. A few years ago, Congress or- 


| dered a survey and estimate of this work to be 


_made, with a view of having those two rivers 
| connected for purposes of navigation. This sur- 
| vey was made, and returned to the War Depart- 
| ment, and thence communicated to Congress; the 

Secretary of War, in his annual report, recom- 
/mending that an appropriation should be made 

for a more detailed survey, and a full estimate of 

the necessary expense to complete the work, in 

order that Congress might be enabled to act on 
| the subject with fullinformation. In that report 
he spoke of the great importance of the work in 
time of war, as well as in time of peace. He 
showed that in the transportation of provisions, 
munitions of war, &c., for the Army, in the 
Black Hawk war, more had been expended for 
| want of proper navigation than would have com- 
pleted the work now proposed, three or four times 
_over, The object in view was no less than that 
of connecting the lakes and rivers in that beauti- 
ful and interesting section of country, with the 
Mississippi, the Father of Waters, and there- 
by effecting an uninterrupted navigation from 


‘| north to south. A canal of half a mile in length 


| would in a great measure effect this object; it 
| would connect the two rivers, the Wisconsin and 


the bill: that there be granted, for the purpose of }| Fox rivers; and he could affirm, from his own 
improving the navigation of the Fox and Wis- |, inspection of the country, and from what he had 


consin rivers, in the Territory of Wisconsin, and | 
of constructing a canal to unite the said rivers at | 
navigable points, a quantity of land equal to one 
half of two sections in width on each side of the 
said rivers, and the lakes through which they | 


each alternate section to the United States, to be 


While speaking of the subject of the franking || selected by the Commissioner of the General Land 
privilege, he would remark that the greatest abuse | Office, under the direction of the President, from 


| learned there from its most intelligent citizens, on 
| & visit to that region last summer, that there was 
| no public work which could be undertaken in the 
| Territory, of such vast importance as this. There 
| was no work of its magnitude and interest to the 


| General Government, that could be accomplished 


| at so little expense. It could be done without the 
outlay of a single dollar from the Treasury; the 
| bill not authorizing money to be expended in ad- 
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but providing that the funds to be spent 
Vaail first be realized from the sale of the lands | 
ranted; and that, at an increased price, which | 
would save the Government from any loss, even | 
by the grant of lands. A survey and estimate 
had been made with all the accuracy practicable 
on such an occasion, by which it appeared that 
the sum of $544,000 would cover the whole ex- 
ense, both for the canal and the improvements 
of the river. It would be left to the War De- 
artment to adopt such plan of constructing the 
work as should seem best for carrying out the 
object in view. 


The bill proposed to granta double tier of alter- || 
nate sections of land foy the purpose of construct- | 


ing these works. In conformity with the usual 
ractice, When the General Government hasgrant- | 
ed lands to any of the States for improvements, | 
the alternate sections thus granted are not to be 
sold for less than $2 50 per acre for the first tier, | 
(next to the banks of the rivers, lakes, and ca- 
pal,) and $1 25 per acre for the stcond tier. It | 
was estimated that this would produce about six | 
hundred thousand dollars—a sum sufficient to 
complete the work. The alternate sections left 
to the Government would, in like manner, be sold 
at not less than $2 50 per acre for the first tier, 
and $1 25 per acre for the second tier. The in- 
creased value which a good navigation, through 
these rivers to the Mississippi, would give to all 
the lands in the neighboring country, would am- 
ply repay the Government; so that no possible | 
joss could be sustained by making the grant; on | 
the contrary, a gain would ensue. If the work 
was now undertaken, it could be accomplished 
by the Government without any dissent as to its 
undertaking it while the Territory was under its 
control; but if deferred till the Territory became 
a State, the General Government should transfer | 
its control to the State government, and the work 
might never be accomplished. He thought the 
opportunity which now presented itself ought not | 
tobe lost. There was but one unanimous opin- | 
jon throughout the Territory, not only with re- | 
gard to the necessity and importance of the work, | 
but as to the great advantages that would result 
from its being immediately undertaken by the 
General Government. It would attract new and 
valuable citizens to that quarter; more of the pub- 
lic lands would be sold; more money from them 
would flow into the Treasury; and the increased 
price of the sections next to the improved navi- 
gation would be more cheerfully paid than the | 
present minimum price. The sale of the lands 
granted will provide funds to carry on the work, | 
so that Government will not have to make any | 
advances. If the sales are checked, or fall off, 
let the work wait till fundsare realized. It need 
not proceed only as the proceeds become available. 
He had briefly stated the views of the commit- 
tee, and he hoped they would be approved, and | 
that the bill would be passed unanimously. 
Mr. KING did not consider the bill sufficiently 
explicit; it was, on some points, quite the con- 
trary. It might, as it now stood, grant a much 


larger extent of country to effect the proposed | 


improvement than could at this moment be imag- | 
ined. It proposes to divide the land into four sec- | 
tions, two on each side; and those four sections 
are to comprise all lands on both sides of the river 
and lakes set forth in the bill. He wished for 
information as to the size of those lakes and ex- 
tent of the rivers; for, as the bill stood at present, | 
it was impossible to say what extent of territory 
it might have relation to; and, if once passed, it | 
should be recollected that, on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, there could be no recalling its action, 
no matter how far it might exceed the intentions 
of the promoters of the measure. While willing | 
to give every reasonable facility to carry out the | 
improvement provided for in this bill, he thought | 
more information on the subject was required, | 
especially as regarded the extent of line which it | 
cubeeed. He also suggested that the grants | 
should be restricted to a sale of not less than | 
$2 50; for, as the clause now read, it might be | 
understood fo make the sale imperative at that | 
amount, whereas there might, for particular loca-’| 
tions, be obtained a much larger sum if the sales 

thus restricted were leftopen to competition. He 
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the Senate might know what it was doing in pass- || restricted from levying more toll than would be 


ing the bill. 

Mr. TALLMADGE observed that the lakes 
were mere enlargements of the rivers. The only 
lake of any extent was that of Lake Winnebago, 
which was thirty miles long and about ten miles 
broad. It was a deep water lake. With regard 
to the price of the lands, if there was any ambi- 
guity, it could be corrected. It was not intended 
by the committee that, when the lands were of- 
fered for sale, they should not bring more than 
the prices named, if any one should offer more. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, after a few prefatory re- 
marks, said that the second objection of the 
orable Senator from Alabama could be easily 
remedied by inserting after the word ‘* canal,’ in 
the sixth line of the second section, the two words 
** not less.”? This would remove all doubt, and 
make the clause read soas to fully meet his views 
on that point. This bill did not propose a new or 
unexplored line of route, for, so far back as two 
hundred years, there were known to the ancient 
voyagers two routes connecting the inland seas 
with the great father of the rivers—the Missis- 
sippi. The lakes to which the Senator from Ala- 
bama referred, and the extentof which he wished 
to know, were, with the exception of the Win- 
nebago, insignificant in point of size. The pro- 
ject contained in this bill could not be regarded as 
anew theory, inasmuch as it had received the 
attentive consideration of. Gallatin. He recom- 
mended an appropriation out of the first available 
funds in the public Treasury of not less than 
twenty million dollars, for the formation of roads 
and canals; and in so recommending, he was act- 
ing on the principle of a farmer who goes to the 
expense of digging ditches and cutting drains 
through his grounds, well knowing that his out- 


| lay will be liberally repaid, and his enterprise re- 
| warded by the improvements that such outlay 


effects. On this principle, Gallatin, when Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, recommended this outlay; 


| well knowing that, if acted on, the effect would 


be to increase the value of public and private 
property, and the property of the country. 

Mr. W. then entered into detail of some of the 
advantages which must accrue to the country 
from the provisions of this bill being carried into 
effect; among others, the facility afforded by it 
to the transportation of mails, munitions of war, 
and, in short, all the great national purposes for 
which so important a line of conveyance and 
communication could be made available. 

He concluded, by moving, as an amendment, 
that, in the sixth line of the second section, the 
words ‘*not less’’ be inserted after the word 


| ** canal.’’ 


Mr. WOODBURY asked for information as to 
the mode proposed of keeping the works, when 
completed, in repair, and the management; and 
also, as to the limitation of tolls for mere pur- 
poses of repair. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said the views taken by 
the committee, in preparing the bill were still 
open for approval or rejection, as the Senate 
might deem fit. The Territory for which the bill 
proposes to legislate is not independent; it is the 
property, and lies under the control of the Gen- 
eral Government; but Government is not called 
on to expend or advance money to carry out those 
improvements which the bill specifies. The ex- 
pone attendant on those improvements will 

e provided for by the sale of the lands as the 
work proceeds. Until the Territory is admitted 
into the Union of the States, the sovereignty re- 
mains here, and not there. 

Mr. WALKER said he was for many years 
favorable to the object of this bill; but he thought 
as the bill now stood, it was open to improvement. 
He did not think that a grant should be made as 
if for the benefit of the United States, but which 
when Wisconsin became a State, would be really 
and bona fide, as the bill now read, a grant for her 
sole and special benefit. Wisconsin, no longer a 
Territory, but a recognized State of the Union, 
would, under this bill, have power to colleet such 
tolls as would not only keep the line in proper 
repair, but as would or might be applied to such 
other purposesas she thought proper. He thought 
the bill should set forth that so long as Wiscon- 


asked, therefore, the honorable Senator from New | sin remained a Territory, the tolls coming into 
York for information as to the entire distance from | the hands of the General Government should be 
the mouth of the two rivers to the proposed canal; | applied to keeping the works in proper repair; 
and also the extent of the different lakes; so that || but that when she became a State, she should be 


absolutely necessary for that purpose. If these 
works were to be effected at the expense of the 
people, they should remain free to the people. 
Senators should be admonished by a recollection 


| of the enormous tolls levied by the Louisville and 


| any recurrence of a similar abuse. 


Portland canal; and prevent in the present case 
i He would, 
with the permission of the Senate, prepare an 
amendment embodying the views he had endeav- 


| ored to explain. 


Mr. WOODBURY had merely risen to call the 


_ attention of gentlemen to those points which, in 


| perfecting the bill, should be properly attended to. 


Mr. TAPPAN made some observations, which 


| were so imperfectly heard in the reporters’ gal- 
| lery that their import can only be guessed by the 


context of what was heard. He was understood 


| * 
| to say that there were three modes of accomplish- 
| ing this work, the importance and value of which 


| he did not dispute. 


One, and perhaps the best 


_and cheapest, was by a private company; the 


second, the next best and cheapest, by the local 
or State government; and the worst, and most ex- 


| pensive, by the General Government. He thought 


| it would be much better to wait till the Territory 


became a State, and let its own government then 


undertake the work, 


He had no objection that the alternate sections 
should be preserved from sale, so as to make the 
canal at a proper time, and in a proper manner. 
Power, he said, was given in the bill to the Sec- 
retary of War to employ the topographical engi- 
neers about the construction of the canal. The 
proposed work being in a very distant part of the 
country, the consequence would be that the canal 


| never would be constructed in a proper manner; 


| and if it was, it would cost the Government, to 


do it, four or five times as much as if itwas made 


| by a private company, or by Wisconsin when 


| she becomes a State. 


If Senators would turn 
their attention to the Cumberland road, and com- 

are the cost of that portion constructed by the 
Paden! Government with that west of the Ohio 
river, constructed under the superintendence of 
the State governments, they would see that his 
opinion was correct. Works of this kind would 
cost four times as much when done by the Federal 
Government as when done by the State govern- 
ments. When done by the Federal Government, 


, there is much less economy—the money is neces- 


sarily wasted. Besides, the place where this canal 
is proposed to be constructed is in a sparsely set- 
tled country; and the consequence will be, that 
the canal will be made ata much greater expense 
than if it was a well peopled country. He thea 
referred to the Cleveland and other canals, which 
had been aided by grants of land from the Fed- 
eral Government, which, he said, was not done 
until the sections of country through which they 
passed were thickly settled, and when it might 


| be considered that there was labor there to be ap- 


| plied to that object. Those canals were probably 
_ constructed, for that reason, as cheaply as they 


| could have been done in any country. 


But the 
section of country through which this canal is to 
pass, is in a territory sparsely populated, and 
where there is no Jabor to spare to make a canai. 


| Therefore, to construct it at this time, would put 
| the Government to a much greater expense than 


} 


if it was done in a proper time, when there wae 
oes labor there to be applied to that object. 
If they reserve those alternate sections until Wis- 


| consin becomes a State, she could then make the 


canal more economically. If it could not be done 
more economically, it would at least be done more 
successfully. Although this improvement is one 
which would be of great advantage he thought.it 
would be better not to undertake the work in ad- 
vance of the peopling of the country. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE contended that, if the 


| work was fit to be done at all, it was fit to be done 


quickly. He was averse to the dangers of pro- 


| crastination; especially where the object was, as 
| here, to increase the value of the public domain, 


| expenditure, there and then it stops. 
| ness of population, it was to be presumed that in 


by bestowing on a beautiful but neglected portion 
of our country the facilities and advantages of a 
market. The gentleman from Ohio spoke of an 
appropriation; but there was no appropriation re- 
quired; the Government has nothing to lose; for, 
if the work brings notin sufficient to cover its own 
As to thin- 


80 extensive, so fine, so beautiful a country, pos- 
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sessing so many agricultural eevee: Hd oan on | 
would not be wanting to make its many and great |) 
resources available. What was land worth if it 
could not be got at? or what was the value of the 
most fertile farm without a road? Any delay would 
he dangerous; for if the billis not passed the land 
will be sold to individuals—become private prop- 
erty; and when hereafter sought for the purposes 
for which this bill intends it, it cannot be had. 
The Government will be at no cost; the work will 
pay for itself, The improvement, when made, 
will belong to the country, not to the Territory; 
and when that Territory merges into a State, such 
terms may be entered into as the interests of the 
Government and the people may require. 

Mr.WALKER now submitted his amendment, 
te come in at the end of the first section. It was : 
to the effect that the said canal shall be kept in 
repair by the Territory of Wisconsin until said 
Territory becomes a State, and thereafter by the 
State; and that no greater toll or tax be exacted 
than necessary to keep it in repair. 

This amendment was adopted. 

Mr. KING felt rather friendly disposed towards 
the bill, believing its object to be useful in the 
end; but he regretted that the gentlemen who had 
charge of it did not bestow a little more pains on 
its preparation. If they had done so, it would 
not have appeared in its present questionable 
ehape. The clause which proposes granting two 
sections on each side the river does not in any 
way limit the extent of those sections; and as 
the Wisconsin flows we know not how far, they 
should guard against this objection by confining 
the extent to the point where the proposed canal 
istoenter. ‘The Fox river also branches off an 
immense distance to the right; so, if the bill 
passes in its present form, among other disad- 
vantages the Secretary of the Treasury may find 
himself involved in an extent of responsibility 
of which he can have at this momentno idea. If 
the gentleman who introduced the bill will offer 
an amendment to remedy these objections, the 
Senate would know what they were about. He 
had no objection to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Warker,] but 
rather approved of it. Mr. K. concluded by say- 
ing that his only object in rising was to render 
the bill sufficiently explicit to be fully under- 
stood. 

Mr. PORTER, of Michigan, suggested the 
insertion of the word ** them;’’ which was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. BREESE suggested the words ‘* where 
the canal shall enter them;’’ which was agreed 
to 


He also suggested the insertion of the words 
** said points;’’ which was agreed to. 

The amendment, as thus amended, was con- 
curred in, 

The bill was reported back to the Senate with 
the amendments; and the question being on con- 
curring in the latter, 

Mr. HAYWOOD observed that he lived so far 
from Wisconsin, and knew so little of the merits 
or necessity for this measure, that he felt bound, 
before he voted on the subject, to inform himself 
of some particulars, and for that purpose to make 
inquiry on the subject. He understood that the 
territorial governments were in the habit of char- 
tering incorporated companies; and he should be 
glad to know whether any company of that kind 
had been chartered in the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin? 

Mr. WOODRIDGE replied that there never 
was any such incorporated company in Wiscon- 
sin. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said there was something on 
his memory about a banking company purport- 
ing to be a chartered incorporation. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said the company to 
which the Senator alluded was a company for the 
issue of money; but Congress had disapproved 
of it, and it came to nothing. 

Mr. HAYWOOD still desired to make farther 
inquiry; and, as there was no pressing necessity 
for acting hastily on the bill, he thought the best 
way was to postpone the subject long enough to 
give time for inquiry. He wanted to know to 
whom this grant of lands was to be made. Inany 
grant there must be two parties—the grantor and 
the grantee. In this case the grantor was the 
General Government, But who was the grantee ? 
Not, surely, the General Government also. And . 


who else could it be, the territory being in its | 
hands? Unless some company was to be incor- 
porated to enjoy the rights of grantee, who would 
enjoy them? Such things had been heretofore 
done. He was afraid it might occur with regard | 
to this grant, seeing that the Territory itself could | 
not be the grantee. If the matter should be dis- | 
puted, the courts would be apt to find out some 
corporation in whom this grant was vested. 
Should that be the case, Congress would find | 
that it had performed a great and liberal act—of | 
giving to that company a gift never intended for | 
it. He wished to guard against such a possibil- 
ity, and therefore moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill. 
The subject was, on his motion, postponed | 
until to-morrow. 
THE TARIFF. 


Mr. McDUFFIE moved to take up the resolu- 
tion reported from the Finance Committee, for | 
the indefinite postponement of the bill for reduc- | 
ing the present tariff to the standard of the com- | 
promise act. 

Mr. EVANS suggested that, as the Senate | 
was thin, it would be better to let the subject lie 
over till to-morrow. . 

Mr. McDUFFIE acquiesced in the suggestion. 

On motion, the Senate then proceeded to the | 
consideration of executive business; and after 
some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 17, 1844. 
Mr. FRENCH presented a resolution; which 


| was objected to. 


MEMBERS’ STATIONERY. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL submitted a resolu- | 
tion directing the stationery supplied to members 
to be supplied to them at the current prices of the 
present day. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


SNAG-BOATS ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 


The SPEAKER announced the business in 
order to be the motion of Mr. C. Jounson to 
reconsider the vote by which the following reso- 
lution had been passed: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire what sum of money will be required 
to keep all the boats now in use, and those in the process 
of preparation, designed to be employed in removing ob- 
structiong to the navigation of the Mississippi river and its 
tributaries, in constant active employment for the national 
fiscal year commencing on the Ist day of July next; and |! 
that they report to this House the sum for that purpose in 
the appropriate appropriation bill. | 

Mr. WELLER said, when he obtained the floor 
yesterday, he had a strong disposition to say | 
something in reply to gentlemen who had taken | 
part in this debate; he felt called upon, asa west- |, 
ern member, to do so; but he now had not the dis- | 


position to make a speech; and he should present | 


to the House the reasons why he should not do 
it, and why he desired the House to be put to a | 
vote on the proposition now pending. First, how- 


| ever, he desired to correct a statement which had 


appeared in the Intelligencer; and to say that yes- 
terday there was no difference of opinion on the 
question of veracity between himself and the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. Incrn- 
SOLL,] as to the action of the Committee of Ways 
and Means in reference to the western interests. 
He proceeded to make some explanations on 
that subject, in which also Mr. J. R. INGER- , 
SOLL participated; and then came back to the | 
question before the House. 
He said the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Tromasson,] who presented the resolution under 
consideration, had made a plain statement of facts 
in relation to it; he was followed by others who | 
properly debated the subject; but a gentleman 
trom Pennsylvania [Mr. Stewart] yesterday 
came to that side of the House and made a stump 
speech, which he had, no doubt, repeated hun- 
dreds of times to his constituents, before he in- 
flicted it on this House. He (Mr. W.) had heard 
that speech delivered, in much better language, | 
hundreds of times to the constituency which he | 
had the honor to represent; but, if ever a speech 
was delivered out of place, it was that speech de- 
livered here yesterday by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. What were they called upon to || 
do? They were asked to make appropriations || 


January 17, 


— 


to remove snags which endangered so much pro 


erty, and so many valuable lives; and while the 

were deliberating upon it, intelligence arrived of 
the loss of from fifty to a hundred lives oecg. 
sioned by one of these snags, which had clotheq 
very many families of the West in sable; yet, at 
that very time, when the American Congress was 
called upon to act, the gentleman from Pennsy|. 
vania took occasion to inflict a stump speech on 
this House. There were times, and such times 
would return, when a reply might properly be 
made to the remarks of the gentleman from Penp. 
sylvania. He would underiake, ata proper time, 
to make a reply, and to show that what the gey. 
tleman from Pennsylvania had said in relation to 
Mr. Van Buren was untrue. If that gentlemay 


|, Was not an economizer of the public money, he 


was an economizer of the truth; and, whenever 
it should be in order, he would undertake to show 
the cause why the western interests had been 
neglected; but this was not the time. They were 
called upon, with the news of a recent calamit 
sounding in their ears, with a knowledge of the 
fact that the sympathies of the western people 
were excited for their bereaved friends, and with 
a knowledge of all the facts in relation to the im. 
portance of the improvements to be made and 
the necessity of the appropriation asked for, to 
make that appropriation, and thereby save the 
lives and the property of the survivors. Was 
there any gentleman on that floor that was un- 
willing to do that? 

After some further observations on this sub- 


| ject, he expressed the hope that the House would 


come at once to the question before them. This, 
he repeated, was no time fora general discussion 
of the relative merits of Mr. Van Buren and Mr, 
Clay; and all thatthe gentleman from Pennsy}- 
vania had said could be met when the proper 
time should arrive. He regretted that the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania was not in his seat to 
hear what he (Mr. W.) now said: but he would 
again affirm before the House, that when the 
proper time should come, he should be prepared 
to prove that gentleman’s allegations were untrue, 
If he did not prove them untrue indisputably, he 
should be content to take the brand of falsehood 
on his forehead; but, if he did prove a statement 
coming from a gentleman of intelligence to be un- 
true, he should ask that this House and this coun- 
try should put the brand on the forehead of that 
gentleman. 

He promised at the outset not to make a speech. 
If, however, he had said anything which any 
gentleman might think called for explanation, he 
would cheerfully yield for explanation. But he 
came into the House this morning deeply im- 
pressed with the necessity of terminating this de- 

ate. The western people, whose sympathies 
were aroused by the calamities which had oc- 
curred, were desirous to know if this Congress 
intended to do anything; they asked not for stump 
speeches, or for a discussion of the relative mer- 
its of any individuals, but for action on the part 
of Congress; and, as a western man, deeply sym- 
pathizing with the western people, he felt himself 
bound to do all in his power to bring to a term- 
ination this useless, this unprofitable debate. He 
concluded by moving the previous question. 

Mr. SEYMOUR rose to make an explanation, 
Mr. Wetter having withdrawn his motion for 
the previous question for that purpose. The gen- 
tleman from dhio in his remarks, had alluded to 
what was said by him yesterday in reference to 
the action of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
of which he was a member, together with that 
gentleman. He now perceived that he had been 
under a misapprehension as to what was said by 


the gentleman respecting the action of the com- 


mittee. He understood the gentleman to have sup- 
posed that the committee had determined to make 
no appropriation for western rivers, irrespec- 
tive of their determination in reference to all other 
appropriations; in other words, to make a dis- 


, tinction between appropriations for western rivers 


and appropriations for the improvement of other 
rivers. Such was not his understanding of the 
action of the committee, and hence he had con- 
curred in the remarks made by the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania. 


The gentleman from Ohio, in his remarks this 
morning, was perfectly correct, and he agreed 
with him entirely. As he had agreed to renew 
the motion for the previous question, he was now 
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and other preparatory measures. Gentlemen need statement. What he said was, that Mr. Van Bu- 


compelled ode so, though he would bane been 
happy t add something to the remarks which he 


had previously made upon a kindred subject. 

He moved the previous question. 
onding the demand for the previous question, the 
yote was taken by tellers, and resulted—80 in the 
sfirmative, and 61 in the negative. : 

Upon the main question—viz: the reconsider- 
ation of the resolution—the yeas and nays were 
ordered; and, being taken, resilted—yeas 95, 
nays 77; a8 follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Barnard, Beards- 
ley, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. Biack, James 
piack,James A. Black, Blackwell, Burke, Campbeil, Cary, 
Carroll, Catlin, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Rich- 
ard D. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Ellis, 
Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Foster, Giddings, Byraio Green, Ham- 
iin, Haralson, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hub- 
bell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. 
Hunt, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Preston Ksing, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, 
Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, MeCounell, Meli- 
yaiue, McKay, Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Newton, Patter- 


con, Payne, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Ram- | 


sev, Rathbun, Rayner, Charles M. Reed, David S. Reid, Red- 
ing, Ritter, Robinson, Rogers, Russell. Thomas H. Seymour, 
David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, 


Join Stewart, Stiles, Strong, Sykes, Thompson, ‘Tyler, | 


Wheaton, Williams, and Yost—95. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Jacob Brinkerholf, Milton Brown, William J. Brawn, Jer- 
emiah Brown, Buftington, Caldwell, Chilton, Collamer, 


Cranston, Cross, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, | 
Nean, Detlet, Douglas, Duncan, Ficklin, Florence, Foot, | 


French, Frick, Gilmer, Wiliis Green, Grinnell, Grider. Har- 
din, Harper, Henley, Holmes, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, 


Perley B. Johnson, Kennedy, Labranche, MeCauslen, Mc- 
Clernand, McDowell, Marsh, Mathews, Edward J. Morris, | 
Nes, Owen, Peyton, Relfe, St. John, Sample, Senter, Sev- | 


erance, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 


Robert Smith, Steenrod, Andrew Stewart, Stone, Sum- | 


mers, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Vance, Vanmeter, Vin- 
ton, Weller, Wentworth, White, Wilkins, Winthrop, and 
Joseph A. Wright—77. 


So the question of reconsideration was agreed to. | 


[A message from the Senate was here presented 
by Aspury Dicxins, Esq., informing the House 
that the Senate had passed the bill to supply.a 
deficiency in the appropriation for the fiscal year 


ending the 30th of June, 1844, for the relief and | 


protection of American seamen. ] 


Mr. T. SMITH said it was not his intention | 
to detain the House very long; but, being a west- | 
ern man, one whose interests were identified with 
western interests, he desired to address the House | 
fora very few moments upon the subject now | 


before them. 
He had voted against reconsideration, and in 


favor of sustaining the proposition of the gentle- | 
man from Kentucky, and he did so mainly for 

this reason: that it was a direct proposition, upon | 
which he desired to have the sense of the House. | 


It was a proposition which stood out in bold re- 


lief before the country, and upon its merits, as | 
such proposition, he desired to vote; a propo- | 
sition to appropriate money for the improvement | 


of the western rivers, without reference to! the 


other great interests of the country, which should | 


not be overlooked. He desired to know who 


were the friends of western improvement; he de- | 
sired to know what portion of this Congress | 


would sustain western interests. 


He apprehended that some gentlemen had voted 
for the reconsideration under a misapprehension | 
They seemed to be | 
under the impression that the resolution asks an | 
immense appropriation of money to keep in op- | 
If gentle- | 


of the proposition itself. 


eration an indefinite number of boats. 
men had taken the pains to examine the estimates 
submitted upon this subject, they would have 
found that, if the committee only adhere to those 


estimates, the amount to be appropriated would | 
not be so great as to alarm them in the least. | 
And, for the purpose of setting gentlemen right ‘ 
upon this subject, he wanted their attention to | 


the estimates themselves. In the year 1842, 


$250,000 were appropriated for the purpose of 


improving the western waters, including the Ohio 
above the falls. 
year were only $223,000, for the purpose of keep- 
ing all the boats in operation. 


Mr.§$. showed that much more might be effected | 


in the way of improvement, by an appropriation 


of $200,000 for the coming year, than was effected | 
by the $260,000 that had been hitherto appropri- | 
ated. Buta small portion of that sum—§15,000 | 


only—was expended in improvements, while the 


Upon sec- | 


|| was made. 


The estimates for the present | 


not, then, be alarmed at the idea of a creat ex- 
penditure of money being involved in the resolu- 
tion for the preparations being made in the con- 
struction of boats, &c.; there wouldnot be more 
than two hundred and twenty thousand dollars 
required toaccomplish all the improvements neces- 
sary. Mr.S. then took a brief notice of the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Srewarrt,] delivered yesterday, and opposed the 
splendid system of internal improvement advo- 
cated by him; and showed the ruinous effects the 
carrying out of this system would have had on 
the prosperity of the country, if it had not been 
arrested by General Jackson’s veto of the Mays- 
ville road. He also reviewed the arguments of 
the same gentleman in favor of a protective tariff; 
and showed that the revenue tariff of 1840, col- 
lecting twenty per cent. on only one half the im- 
ported articles, produced more revenue than the 
high protective tariff of 1842, levied on all the 
imported articles. Mr. S. avowed himself stren- 
uously opposed to the log-rolling system which 
had produced such ruinous effects in the new 
States, and which would be the ruin of this Gov- 
ernment, if persisted in. He was opposed to the 
splendid scheme of internal appropriations in- 
cluded in the famous American system; but, at 
the same time, he was in favor of judicious and 
economical appropriations for such objects as 
mightbe justly termed national, namely: the Ohio, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and even the 
Hudson rivers. 

He was in favor of the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky because it stood on its own 
merits, and was not connected with a number of 
other objects, which might or might not be mer- 
itorious. In pressing the small appropriation 
asked for, for clearing out obstructions in the 
Mississippi, Mr. S. alluded to some of the liberal 
appropriations of Congress for other objects not 
more deserving of its favor; one of which (the 
Delaware breakwater) had already cost the Gov- 
ernment three times as much as ever was ex- 
pended on the western waters, though it was not 
yet completed. Two million dollars had been 
appropriated for that work, and it appeared that 
$3,000,000 more would be required. He also 
referred to the injudicious expenditure of money 
for the light-house at Black Rock harbor, exceed- 
ing the estimates by some fourteen or fifteen 
thousand dollars. In conclusion, Mr. 8S. ex- 
pressed the hope that gentlemen would not be 
alarmed at the idea of the resolution calling for 
the expenditure of a vast sum of money. He 
was confident that the sum required would not 
be more than two hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars; and the friends of the measure were will- 
ing to limit it to that amount. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, next obtained the 
floor; but gave way for explanation to 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, who ob- 
served that, having just come in, he had not 
heard the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wetter, ] but he understood the gentleman 
to characterize what he said yesterday tn relation 
to the opinions of Mr. Van Buren to be untrue; 
and that, if he did not prove it to be untrue, he 
would be willing to take the brand upon his fore- 
head; but if, on the other hand, he should prove 
it to be untrue, the brand must be put upon his 
forehead. Now, he took the gentleman up on 
the issue he had made, and should prove, by let- 
ters from Mr. Van Buren, under his own hand, 
that he was constitutionally opposed to the Gov- 
ernment making internal improvements in the 
States, and that even the consent of the States 
through which they passed could not make them 
constitutional. 

Mr. WELLER interrupted the gentleman, and 
said he was attempting to escape the issue that 
In the genuleman’s remarks of yes- 
terday, Mr. Van Buren was vepresented as having 
instructed his Secretary of the Treasury to make 
no estimates for the Cumberland road, saying that 
he would veto any appropriations for this work. 
Now, when the gentleman said that Mr. Van Bu- 
ren directed his Secretary of the Treasury to make 
no estimates for the Cumberland road, and said 


that he would veto any such appropriations, he | 


undertook to contradict the statement, and said 


|| that he could prove it to be untrue. 
rest was expended in the construction of boats 


Mr. STEWART said he had made no such 
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ren withheld the estimates for the Camberland 
road from the House; and that,asa matter of ar- 
gument, the inference was fair that he did so be- 
cause he believed the work to be unconstitutional, 
and that he would veto such appropriations, if 
passed. 

Mr. WELLER said that, if the gentleman 
would indulge him a moment longer, he would 
show the Elouse what the gentleman said yester- 
day, so that the House could judge for itself 
whether he had characterized his remarks cor- 

; , eT ; : ; 
rectly. ‘The gentleman is reported in this morn- 
ing’s Intelligencer, and very correctly reported, 
to have said as follows: 

“ But the gentleman had told the House that Mr. Van 
Buren had never refused to sigh a bill for any works of in- 
ternal improvement. That might be all very true; but did 
he not withhold from Congress the estimates for the Cum- 
berland road?) And wasit not under his administration that 
these estimates were so withheld for the first time? He 
told his Secretary of War not to send in estimates for the 
continuation of that road, because if he did, and Congress 
mnade the appropriation, he must veto the bill.” 


Mr. STEWART repeated, that what he said 
was used as an argument, and as a fair inference 
from Mr. Van Buren’s expressed opinions. 

Mr. WELLER said he supposed the House 
could understand the use of language. Such 
being the remarks of the gentleman, he under- 
took to say that Mr. Van Buren did not direct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to withhold the 
estimates, as the gentleman stated; but what he 
did do was, on the 25th of May, 1838, he signed 
a bill making appropriation for the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Mr. STEWART said he did not see the report 


_the gentleman quoted, and he did not know 


whether it was correct or not. 

Mr. WELLER. The reportis correct, and is 
what the gentleman did say, as the House will 
bear witness. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, addressed the House 
in behalf of the western interests. ‘The question 
was one of great importance to his constituents, 
and hence he felt himself compelled to make some 
observations thereon. One gentleman had spoken 
of the number of wrecks which met the eyes 
of his constituents; and he would add that the 
wrecks of nine steamboats were visible near his 
He 
spoke of the wreck of the Shepherdess, from one 
of whose surviving and suffering passengers he 
had received a communication which gave a har- 
rowing description of that calamitous event; and 


| these facts and circumstances he brought before 
| the House to show the urgency of the case, and 
| the necessity to make immediate appropriations 


for the improvement of the western waters. The 
West justly complained that their interests had 
been neglected, and they now asked for justice 
and a proper regard for their rights. This was 
all they asked. He spoke of the Mississippi as 


| a great highway for western commerce, and also 
| of its importance to this entire nation In time of 
| war; he also spoke of the individual interests of 


his constituents in the improvement of the navi- 
gation of western waters, the existing dangers 
both augmenting the price of articles imported, 
and diminishing the value of produce transmitted 
to distant markets. He believed, likewise, that 
those great inland seas (the lakes) should have 
a due share of the attention of the Government; 
and, whatever might have been the origin of the 
great national road, as it was commenced, and as 
many persons, trusting to the implied faith of the 


‘nation, had made purchases of land in the neigh- 
| borhood of that road, it should be completed by 


the national Government. 

Mr. HAMMETT offered a substitute for the 
pending resolution, directing the Committee of 
Ways and Means to inquire into the expediency 


_of making an appropriation for the improvement 


| understood. 


of the Mississippi river and its tributaries. 

Mr. VINTON said it was important that the 
question before the House should be distinctly 
What struck him as most import- 


| antin this debate,was, that while gentlemen on all 


sides of the House, and of all parties in the coun- 
try, were of opinion that Congress had power to 
make this appropriation, they seemed whoily in 


| the dark as to the principle on which this power 


j 
j 
j 
‘ 


was to be exercised. One gentleman had spoken 
of the Government as being a large Jended pro- 
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which appropriations might be made there; but 
it was liable to this great objection, that that 


ground might be but temporary, and also that | 


more appropriations were required where the 
Government had the least land; and that where 
the Government had the most property, there the 
least appropriation was needed. 
He next proceeded to notice the remarks made 
esterday by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Hoimes,| who based the right«f this Gov- 
ernment to make appropriations for the western 
waters on the ordinance of 1787.* He spoke at 
some length on this subject, and expressed his 
conviction that it was unnecessary to go further 
than the Constitution of the United States, which 


gave power to Congress to regulate the commerce | 


with foreign nations, and among the States, and 


with foreign nations, the 
bors was undoubtedly con 


Congress did not hesitate to exercise the power 


of making appropriations for that purpose. Upon | 


what principle did they assume this right, unless 


it were by virtue of the power conferred upon | 


them to regulate commerce ? 


. | 
He assumed the position that Congress had the 
same power to aid the internal commerce of the | 


country, that they had to aid or regulate the for- 
eign commerce. It covered precisely the same 
ground. If there was any fallacy in this argu- 
ment, he asked gentlemen to point it out. 

In the primitive times of Democracy, as long 
ago as the first Congress under the administration 
of Mr. Jefferson, when Democracy was yet pure, 
a law was passed, and sanctioned by Mr. Jeffer- 


son himself, creating upon the waters of the Ohio | 
a collection district, making the port of Marietta | 


a port of entry and delivery, and appointing a 
collector at that port. 
of power under the Constitution was this done, 


unless it was that clause to which he called their | 
attention, viz: the power of Congress to regulate | 
No | 
one could imagine for a moment that such a law | 
as that establishing a port of entry, and appoint- | 
ing a collector, could have passed a Democratic | 
Congress, and receive the sanction of Mr. Jeffer- || 
son, unless Congress had the power to pass such | 


commerce among the States of this Union? 


anact. But more than this: under the same ad- 
ministration another law was passed making the 


ports of Pittsburgh, Wellsburgh, Cincinnati, | 
enueitins Louisville, and Natchez, all ports of | 


entry and x Would such a law as that 
’ 


have passed wit 


ers possessed by Congress to legislate upon the 


subject? Congress had, at a later day, provided | 


by law for the safety of passengers, by directing 


in what manner vessels should be furnished with | 


safeguards. By what authority did they assume 
to legislate upon this subject, unles#it were un- 
der the authority to which he had alluded ? 

If he was correct in the view he had taken of 


the power conferred upon Congress in regard to | 


this subject, then it would follow that Congress 
had the same power to aid internal commerce as 
they have to aid foreign commerce. And he 
would say to his western brethren, that he bad 
been a member of that House when the doctrine 
which he had now advocated did not need an ar- 
gument; and yet, in the whole course of the de- 
bate which had occurred upon this question, 
though gentlemen seemed impressed with the 
very great importance of the subject, they had 
not once adverted to the fact that there was any 
such power given to Congress under the Consti- 
tution; and it was for this reason that he had the 
other day offered a proposition to form a com- 
mittee on commerce among the States. Gentle- 
men must see from the rules of the House them- 
selves, that Congress had power to regulate com- 
merce among the States of this Union, 

The immense amount and importance of the 
internal commerce of this country was another 
forcible consideration why Congress should have 


the power of regulating it, and aiding and facili- | 


tating it, The commerce upon the Mississippi 


wasstated to be $250,000,000. Add to thatthe com- 


By virtue of what grant | 


out directing the special atten- | 
tion of those by whom it was passed to the pow- | 
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‘| and the 


had an aggregate of $350,000,000— 


greater, by one half, than the whole foreign com- | 
And this was the | 


merce of the United States. 
commerce upon two lines of communication only. 
There was another which had been almost for- 
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as well to the one as to the other, and that there 

| was nothing in the ordinance of 1787 that gave 
Congress a right to improve the Mississippi ang 
its tributaries more than any other of the navigs. 
ble waters of the United States. 


|_ Some explanations were here gone into between 


gotten: he meant that from the head of the Ohio | Messrs. BARNARD, HOLMES, and McDOw. 


to the Mississippi. This was a great national | 
highway, and entitled to the protection of the | 


Government; and there were other great lines of || 


communication in this country; and was it pos- 
sible that this great amount of commerce, which | 
would increase in a very few years to double its | 
present amount, was to receive no assistance from 
Government? that this Government had not the 
power to aid it? Why, when this Constitution 
of ours was made, the distinction between foreign | 


| and home trade was perfectly understood; and it | 
with the Indian tribes, and also gave all necessary | 


power to carry these delegated powers into effect. | 

By the grant of power to regulate commerce | 
noose to improve har- | 
erred. If, forthe safety | 
of vessels navigating the coast, it were considered | 
necessary that light-houses should be erected, | 


was evidently designed to spread the mantle of | 
protection over both. While providing that Con- | 
gress should have power to aid foreign commerce, 
in the same words and to the same extent they 
conferred the power upon that body to aid com- | 
merce among the States of this Union. 
It was for that purpose, and that purpose only, | 
of submitting the remarks he had, that he had | 
risen at this stage of the proceedings. He deemed | 
it unnecessary to go through with a repetition of | 
those terrible calamities which had been of so 


| frequent occurrence, and which were so familiar, | 


not merely to the House, but to the nation at 
large. He would not trouble the House with a 
relation of matters which were already well 
known. 

He insisted that the improvement of the west- 


| ern waters was an object which merited the at- 
tention of this Government in an especial manner. | 


During all the time he had held a seat in Con- 
gress, when appropriations were proposed for 


public improvements, he had never stopped to in- | 
quire in what particular section of the Union | 
He had | 


those improvements were to be made. 
voted for all improvements of the utility of which 
he was satisfied, without regard to their location; 


|, and he trusted the House would, on this occa- | 
sion, put aside all party considerations, and act 


in @ spirit of equity, and grant a fair and just ap- 
propriation, according to the means we have. 


Mr. HARDIN next addressed the House, ex- | 


plaining his views in relation to this subject. His 
speech will be given hereafter. 


Mr. BARNARD remarked that he had voted | 


for the reconsideration, and did so because a 


| spirit of fairness towards the various sections of 
| this Union required that the resolution, as ori- | 


ginally introduced by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Tuomasson,] should receive some 
amendment before it should be put to the vote. 
Perhaps it might arise from the interest he in- 
dulge 
his constituents were more deeply interested; or 
it might arise from the interest he took in regard 


to those great subjects of commercial improve- | 


ment which he believed to be the most important 
that could occupy the attention of this House, 
that a suspicion had been excited in his mind 


that there was an intention on the part of some | 


western gentlemen to cut loose from every sec- 
tion of the Union, except the West, on this ques- 
tion. Now, there needed not the happening of 
that calamity which had just taken place on the 


western waters to induce a majority of the House | 


to vote appropriations, and liberal appropria- 
tions, for western rivers; and gentlemen need not 
to have seized upon that calamity to have en- 
forced upon Congress the duty of making these 
appropriations. He, for one, did not require 
such an appeal. He had long known, from the 
daily history of the western rivers, the amount 
of hazard in navigating them, and it was in this 


view that he made the remark that he would be | 


willing to vote $15,000,000,and borrow the money, 
provided their navigation could be rendered safe 
in two years. 
done; and thatthis work of clearing out the west- 
ern waters by appropriations to be made year 
by year, would last forever. He was therefore 
willing, and he believed the majority of the House 
was willing, to make the appropriations for clear- 
ing out these rivers annually. 
Mr. B. then went on to contend, in reply to 
| Mr. Hoimes, that the power of the Government 
‘ to.improve the navigation of our rivers extended 


|, of navigable streams. 


in in regard to improvements in which | 


But this, he knew, could not be | 


ELL, on that portion of the gentleman’s argu. 
ment. 

Mr. BARNARD then proceeded to commen; 
on a disposition which he thought he had pep. 
ceived in the House to separate the West from 
the North and East in relation to the improvement 
He deprecated such an 
alienation. He made some passing comments, 


| likewise, on the remarks of other gentlemen who 


had spoken in the course of this debate, and said 
he wished to bring this House toa test vote, He 
wanted to see what this House would do with 
regard to public improvements; and, to effect that 
purpose, he was prepared to offer an amendment 
to the pending resulution. He wished the House 
to come to a vote on the whole subject of im. 
provements; and, if the House was disposed to 
make only partial appropriations, it could be 
| shown by the vote on the amendments. He hoped 
| the House would not make appropriations on the 
ground taken by the gentleman from Indiana,[Mr, 
Kewnnepy.] e believed that gentleman’s con- 
stituents would not support him on such grounds; 
| for they were generous and just and honest, He 
would be willing to carry this question to that gen. 
|| tleman’s own people, if he could reach them with 
| his voice. The gentleman from Indiana had com. 
| plained that his constituents were compelled to 
pay for their lands; and he had said that any man 
who went into the West as a pioneer, and struck 
his ax into the soil of the forest, had a right to 
|| that soil. This position was an untenable one; 
for they had no more right to the soil in the West 
than they had to his horse. He contended that 
the people of the East had paid as much for their 
lands as the people of the West paid for theirs; 
and they had no good ground of complaint in that 
/respect. He aguin asserted that the interests of 
all parts of this Union were identified with each 
other; and the appropriations for the western 
rivers, the lakes, the Hudson river, and other 
streams, should go together. He read an extract 
from a Boston paper, which spoke of the dis- 
| charge of a cargo of cotton from the South, and 
the loading of the same ship with a return cargo 
of eleven thousand packages, being the products 
of the West; and asked how, in view of such cir- 
cumstances, the different sections of this Union 
could be separated ? 

Mr. HOLMES inquired how much additional 
cost was placed on those goods, the produce of 
the West, for the benefit of the North, by the ac- 
tion of this Government? 

Mr. BARNARD replied, not one dollar; and 
that assertion, he said, was demonstrable. Did 
not the whole history of the tariff show that its 
| effect had always been a reduction of prices? 
| Could gentlemen name any article which had not 

been reduced by the tariff? The only tariff com- 
plained of, was a tariff witha view to protection; 
and it was that tariff of which he spoke. He 
maintained that the duties imposed on our foreign 
imported articles did not, by any means, as was 
asserted, entirely come out of the consumer of 
those articles. ‘Take, for instance, those articles 
which can be manufactured within the country. 

Mr. HOLMES. Has the price of railroad 
iron been reduced in consequence of the duty? 

Mr. BARNARD. Yes, sir; it has. An offer 

has been recently made by a company to furnish 
| railroad iron at a price considerably less than it 
bore before the tariff was passed. 

Sir, I was alluding to certain facts which make 
me jealous of the West; which led me to believe 
that western gentlemen and some others were de- 
sirous of separating the interests of the West 
from those of the East and North. I was allud- 
ing to the claim on the part of the West that they 

.might dip their hands in the Treasury because 
they had put so much into it. Gentlemen, also, 
complained of another thing; they complained 
that they were not only obliged to pay the price 
of goods purchased in the Eastetn market, but 
that they were obliged to pay—what? Why, the 
cost of wansportation, and the interest of the 
money invested in the business! This 
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